
CHAPTER 9 0

A n  A ct respecting L e s  Clercs de S a in t-V ia teu r  

[A ssen ted  to, the 29th  o f  A p r il , 19^1]

'V W ’H E R E A S  L e s  Clercs p a roissia u x  ou catechistes de Preamble.
S a in t-V ia teu r has b y  its petition, represented:

T h a t it was constituted a corporation or b od y  
politic b y  the act 12 Victoria, chapter 144, subsequently  
am ended b y  the acts 40  Victoria, chapter 58, and 61 
Victoria, chapter 8 7 ;

T h at the corporation having expanded considerably  
since it was established in Canada, and having founded  
a num ber of establishm ents at different points in the 
Province, it has been necessary to  divide the territory in 
which its activities were carried on into tw o distinct 
religious provinces, one of which, the religious province 
of Joliette, comprises the diocese of Joliette and those 
counties on the north shore of the St. Lawrence river 
which lie to the east of that diocese as well as the  
counties of A bitib i and T em iscam ingu e; and the other, 
the province o f' M ontreal, comprises the Island of 
M ontreal, the south shore of the St. Lawrence river and  
the rest of the Province of Q uebec;

T h at each of these tw o religious provinces is now  
governed b y  a provincial superior and a council of 
obedience;

T h at it is necessary that the present corporation be 
replaced b y  tw o separate civil corporations, one for 
the religious province of Joliette and the other for the  
religious province of M on treal;

T h at it is expedient, in order to avoid any confusion, 
to  give each such corporation a specific nam e and to  
define and further increase their rights and pow ers;

T h at it is also expedient, considering their im portance  
and their needs, to  incorporate as separate corporations
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two secondary teaching institutions belonging to the  
petitioner n am ely : the Sem inary of Joliette, at Joliette, 
and Bourget College, at R igaud in the county of V a u - 
dreuil;

T h at this petition is m ade with the approval of Their 
Excellencies the Archbishop of M ontreal and the 
Bishops of Joliette and V alleyfield ; and

W hereas it is expedient to grant the prayer contained  
in the said p etition ;

Therefore, H is M a je sty , with the advice and consent 
of the Legislative Council and of the Legislative  
A ssem bly of Quebec, enacts as follow s:

1 .  T he reverend fathers Sylvestre Sylvestre and  
Paul M aurice Farley and reverend brother Joseph  
R om eo Larue, all residing at Joliette and respectively  
provincial, assistant-provincial and econom e of the said 
com m un ity , L es  Clercs de S a in t-V ia teu r , for their reli­
gious province of Joliette aforesaid, as well as all other 
persons in religious orders who now are or who shall 
hereafter be considered b y  the said com m u n ity  as 
m em bers thereof in the said province, are constitut­
ed a body politic and corporate under the nam e of 
“ L es  Clercs de S a in t-V ia teu r  de Joliette” , with all the 
rights, civil and politic, privileges, im m unities and 
ordinary powers belonging to corporations.

2 .  The reverend fathers Louis Philippe Fafard and  
Alphonse Gauthier and reverend brother Louis Osias 
Jalbert, all residing at O utrem ont, and respectively  
provincial, assistant-provincial and econom e of the 
said com m unity for their religious province of M o n ­
treal aforesaid, as well as the other persons in religious 
orders who now are or shall hereafter be considered b y  
the said com m unity  as m em bers thereof, in the said 
province, are constituted a b od y politic and cor­
porate under the nam e of “ L es Clercs de S a in t-V ia teu r  
de M o n trea l” , with all the rights, civil and politic, 
privileges, im m unities and ordinary powers belonging  
to corporations.

3. T he corporate seat of the corporation “ L es  Clercs 
de S a in t-V ia teu r  de Joliette”  shall be in the city of 
Joliette and th at of the corporation “ L es  Clercs de 
S a in t-V ia teu r  de M o n trea l”  shall be in the city of O utre­
m ont.
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4 .  E ach corporation shall have perpetual succession Powers, 
and m a y , in its own n am e:

a. H a v e  a com m on seal which it m a y  alter at w ill;
b. A pp ear before the courts in the sam e m anner as 

any other person;
c. Generally perform  all the acts and exercise all 

the rights and privileges of ordinary civil corporations 
and particularly of such as have spiritual, religious or 
m oral a im s;

d. Change its corporate seat whenever it m a y  see 
fit, provided that the same remain in the Province of 
Q uebec; and such change m ay be m ade b y  a mere 
resolution of its council and shall take effect from  and 
after the publication of a notice thereof in the Quebec 
Official Gazette;

e. A ccept, acquire and possess, in any manner per­
m itted  b y  law, rights and m oveable and im m oveable  
property of any nature whatsoever, provided the net 
annual revenue from  the im m oveables belonging to the 
corporation and possessed b y  it for revenue purposes 
does not exceed five hundred thousand dollars;

/ .  Adm inister its property and draw the revenues 
thereof, sell, exchange, alienate, lease, hypothecate, 
m ortgage and pledge or otherwise deal with the sam e;

g. Contract, becom e bound, bind others tow ard it 
and transact within the limits of its pow ers;

h. Receive gifts and legacies;
i. Borrow on the credit of the corporation, in any  

m anner perm itted b y  law, all sum s required to  attain  
the objects for which it is incorporated;

j. Issue bonds or other titles of debt and securities 
of the corporation and sell, exchange, pledge or give 
th e sam e in guarantee;

k. Becom e a party  to bills of exchange, prom issory  
notes or other negotiable instrum ents, within the limits 
of its pow ers;

l. H ypothecate and m ortgage or pledge the m ove- 
able or im m oveable property, present or future, of the 
corporation, to  assure the paym ent of its bonds or other 
securities or give a part only of such guarantees for 
the same object ; and constitute any hypothec, m ortgage  
or pledge m entioned in this sub-paragraph, b y  a deed 
of trust, in accordance with chapter 227 of the Revised  
Statutes, 1925, and its am endm ents, or in any other 
w ay;

m. H ypothecate or m ortgage the im m oveables, or 
pledge or otherwise affect in any w ay the m oveable
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property of the corporation, or give such various 
guarantees, to secure the paym ent of loans m ade other­
wise than by  bond issue, as well as the paym ent or 
execution of other debts, contracts and undertakings 
of the corporation;

n. Found, establish and m aintain juvenates, novi­
tiates, scholasticates, asylum s, orphanages, agricul­
tural schools and m odel farm s, colleges, schools, 
boarding-schools, establishm ents for study or for ins­
truction and retreat and all other charitable, edu­
cational or social works now or hereafter required b y  the 
needs of the tim es; erect such buildings as are suitable  
for such purposes in each locality where it has an estab­
lishm ent, and establish upon its properties, in conform ­
ity  with the conditions and form alities required b y  law  
and the regulations of the Board of H ealth of the P rov­
ince of Quebec, cemeteries, vaults or crypts for the 
disposal of the m ortal remains of the m em bers or bene­
factors of the corporation or of any other person in any  
way connected w ith the corporation;

o. Print, publish, bu y and sell class-books, stationery, 
pam phlets, m anuals and other publications capable of 
being in any w ay useful to its teachers and pupils and 
conducive to the advancem ent of the works of the 
corporation, on conform ing to the provisions of the 
Education A c t ;

p. Carry on the industrial and m anufacturing under­
takings now in operation and others of a like nature, in 
its various establishm ents, subject nevertheless to the  
ordinary provincial and m unicipal rules and regula­
tions, provided that the output thereof be used exclu­
sively for the m aintenance of its works;

q. M ake by-law s, ordinances and rules relating to  its 
organization, governm ent and m anagem ent; the ad­
mission and expulsion of its m em bers; the form ation of 
its council; the num ber, election and powers of its 
officers; the functions of each of its m em bers; the ad­
m inistration of its property and affairs and the em p loy­
m ent of its fu n d s; the perpetuation of its existence; the 
attainm ent of its ob jects; and generally for the direction 
of its works and the exercise of all its pow ers;

r. Appoint officers, procurators and adm inistrators 
and define their respective powers.

5 . E ach corporation shall be represented, goevrned  
and adm inistered b y  a council of m anagem ent com ­
posed of a provincial superior, an assistant-superior,
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an econom e and the other m em bers now or here­
after prescribed b y  its rules, statutes and by-law s, 
which shall be known b y  the nam e of “ T he Council of 
M anagem ent of L es  Clercs de S t-V ia teu r  de Joliette (or) 
de M o n trea l” , as the case m ay be.

A ll the rights of the corporation shall be exercised Exercise of 
and its duties perform ed by  such council, which m a y nghts- 
delegate its powers to one of its m em bers or to  any  
other m em ber of the corporation; and the acts of the  
m em bers thus authorized shall be as binding as if m ade  
and passed b y  the council of m anagem ent itself.

6 .  T he council of m anagem ent shall alone exercise Exclusive 
the rights of ownership over the property of the corpo- eomcU of 
ration and shall alone have the possession thereof, tom anage- 
the exclusion of all other m em bers except those a u -men' 
thorized for such purpose b y  the council itself in the
case of the preceding section.

7 .  The reverend fathers Alphonse de G randpre, ineorpora- 
Louis Joseph Lefebvre and Fabien M oisan , all residingtlon-
at Joliette and respectively superior, assistant-superior 
and econom e, and the other persons who now com pose  
with them  the council of the Sem inary of Joliette, and  
those who m ay hereafter succeed them  in office, are 
constituted a corporation under the nam e of “ L e  S e m i- Name. 
naire de J o lie tte ", with corporate seat in the city of 
Joliette.

8 .  The reverend fathers W ilfrid  Sen6cal and Fran- incorpora- 
yois X a vie r  Forest and reverend brother R a y m o n d tl0n- 
Valois, all residing in the tow n of Rigaud and respect­
ively  superior, assistant-superior and econom e, and
the other persons who now compose with th em  the 
council of Bourget College, and those who m ay  hereafter 
succeed them  in office, are constituted a corporation  
under the nam e of “ L e  College B o u rg et", with corporate Name, 
seat in the town of R igaud, in the county of Vaudreuil.

9. E ach of the corporations m entioned in the tw o Powers, 
preceding sections shall have perpetual succession and 
m ay, in its own nam e:
. a. H ave a com m on seal, which it m ay alter at w ill;

b. Appear before the courts in the same m anner as 
any other person;

c. Generally perform  all the acts and exercise all the 
rights and privileges of ordinary civil corporations;
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d. A ccept, acquire and possess, in any m anner per­
m itted  b y  law, rights and m oveable and im m ove­
able property of any nature whatsoever, provided that 
the annual revenue from  the im m oveables belonging to  
and possessed b y  it for revenue purposes shall not exceed 
one hundred thousand dollars;

e. Adm inister its property and draw the revenues 
thereof, sell, exchange, alienate, lease, hypothecate, 
m ortgage and pledge or otherwise deal with the sa m e ;

/ .  C ontract, becom e bound, bind others tow ard it 
and transact within the limits of its pow ers;

g. Receive gifts and legacies;
h. Borrow, upon the credit of the corporation, in any  

manner perm itted b y  law, all sums of m oney required to  
attain the objects for which it is incorporated;

i. Becom e a party  to bills of exchange, prom issory  
notes or other negotiable instrum ents, within the lim its 
of its powers;

j. M ak e by-law s, ordinances and rules relating to  its 
organization, governm ent and m anagem ent; the form a­
tion of its council; the num ber and powers of its officers; 
the functions of each of its m em bers; the adm inistra­
tion of its property and affairs and the em ploym ent of 
its fu nds; the perpetuation of its existence; the attain­
m ent of its ob jects; and generally for the direction of its 
works and the exercise of all its powrers.

Property of lO. U pon the com ing into force of this act, all the 
property , of w hatsoever nature, situated in  the above- 

transferred, m entioned territory form ing the religious province  
of Joliette and belonging to the said Les Clercs parois- 
siaux ou catechistes de Saint-Viateur, except that 
held and adm inistered for them  b y  the council of the  
Sem inary of Joliette, shall autom atically  becom e the  
property of the new corporation “ Les Clercs de Saint- 
Viateur de Joliette” , and all such property, situated in 
the territory form ing the aforesaid religious province  
of M ontreal and belonging to the said Les Clercs pa- 
roissiaux ou catechistes de Saint-Viateur, except the 
property held and adm inistered for them  b y  the council 
of Bourget College, shall autom atically  becom e the  
property of the new corporation “ Les Clercs de Saint- 
Viateur de Montreal” ; and all the property of w hat­
soever nature held and adm inistered b y  the council 
of the Seminaire de Joliette shall autom atically becom e  
the property of the corporation “ Le Seminaire de 
Joliette” , and all the property held and administered
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b y  the council of College Bourget shall autom atically  
becom e the property of the corporation “ L e  College 
B ou rget” , w ithout any deed of transm ission being ne­
cessary between L es  Clercs p a roissia u x  ou catechistes de 
S a in t-V ia teu r and the corporation succeeding thereto.

Such transm ission shall be recorded b y  the registra- Registration, 
tion, in the registry office of the division in which each 
im m oveable is situated, of a declaration containing the 
description of such im m oveable and the nam e of the  
corporation which becom es owner thereof.

Furtherm ore, the said transmissions shall not be interpreta- 
regarded as violating the conditions im posed upon L e s  tl0n‘
Clercs p a roissia u x  ou catechistes de S a in t-V ia teu r b y  the 
deed of donation granted on the 4th  of February, 1850, 
before M tre . J. O . Leblanc and colleague, notaries, by  
the H onourable B arthelem y Joliette and D am e Char­
lotte Tarrieu T aillant de Lanaudiere, his wife, which 
forbade them  to alienate the usufruct of the im m ove­
ables which were the object of the said donation.

1 1 .  The properties which serve the establishm ents Properties 
of the aforesaid corporations in which chapels for®^®™1̂  from 
religious worship are built shall be exem pt from  assess- assessments, 
m ents levied for the erection and repair of churches
and presbyteries.

12 Viet. c.
12. The acts 12 Victoria, chapter 144 ; 40  Victoria, i44;40 Vict,, 

chapter 58, and 61 Victoria, chapter 87, are repealed. ciffirepeau’’
ed.

13. N o  deed, agreement or contract to which L es Deeds, etc., 
Clercs p a roissia u x  ou catechistes de S a in t-V ia teu r was abySackeofd 
party since the creation of the tw o provinces above- authoriaa- 
m entioned shall be invalidated or declared void fo r tlon'
the sole reason that it has not been authorized b y  the 
council of m anagem ent contem plated b y  the act 12 
Victoria, chapter 144, as am ended b y  the acts 40  
Victoria, chapter 58, and 61 Victoria, chapter 87, if it 
has been authorized b y  the council of m anagem ent of 
one of the said provinces.

14. This act shall come into force the day of its Coming
sanction. into force.
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