
CHAPTER 23

An Act respecting the exploitation of falls and rapids on 
watercourses in the public domain and their concession 

in future

[Assented to, 18th of May,

I—IIS MAJESTY, with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Council and of the Legislative Assembly 

of Quebec, enacts as follows:

1 . The Water-Course Act (Revised Statutes, 1925, R. S., e. 46, 
chapter 46) is amended by replacing section 78 thereof p]J®e’dre" 
by the following Divisions and sections: 1 ' ' '

“ d iv is io n  v iii

“ d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  e x p l o it a t i o n  o f  w a t e r  p o w e r s

“78. The Quebec Streams Commission, after filing, Authoriza- 
with the Minister charged with the carrying out of this 
act, ail plans and details necessary to show exactly thef0r:‘ ‘
works which it can undertake and the probable cost there­
of, may be authorized by the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council: .

a.To develop and exploit the unconceded waterfalls^®vê ‘ng’ 
and rapids situated on watercourses in the public domain;etc.;

h.To construct, maintain and operate any establish-Construct- 
ment, plant, machinery, netw'ork, System and accessories ^^n^etc • 
and to execute ail works for the transmission, supplyingpa ’ ’ ’
and distributing of electric power derived from the above- 
mentioned water powers or purchased by the said commis­
sion.

c. To purchase from any central electric station energy Purehasing 
for its own purposes or for resale to any municipal cor- energy. 
poration for its own use or for sale by retail according to law.
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2 Chap. 23 Water Power s 25-26 Geo. V

How works “79. As authorized for the purpose by the Lieutenant- 
ried outcar ’ Governor in Council, the commission shall itself proceed to 

' the carrying out of the works contemplated by the prece- 
ding section, or it shall award the undertaking of such 
works by tender and contract, after public advertisement 
and notice that the plans and spécifications are deposited 
for examination in the office of the commission.

Awarding of xhe award of the undertaking shall be established by a 
contract. COntract granted to the contractor who files the lowest 

tender, and who, at the same time, in the opinion of the 
commission, has sufficient expérience, ability and means to 
carry out the work properly. Such contract, however, 
must be entered into by the commission, with the approval 
of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council.

Authoriza- 
tion to 
acquire:

Faits, etc.;

Certain im- 
moveables;

Idem;

Idem;

Servitudes.
Provisions 
applicable 
to expro­
priations.

Selling of 
certain land.

“80. 1. The Quebec Streams Commission, with the 
authorization of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, 
may acquire, by agreement or by expropriation;

a. Ail falls or rapids detached from the public domain 
by a grant or lease and not exploited or which are not in 
course of development;

b. The immoveables necessary for the carrying out and 
the maintenance of the works which it is authorized to per­
forai by this division, as well as ail immoveable rights, 
charges, leases for rent or emphyteutic leases, constituted 
rents or any other rights whatsoever affecting such im­
moveables;

c. The immoveables which will be affected in any way 
whatsoever by the carrying out, maintenance and conserva­
tion of the said undertakings and works;

d. The immoveables required for the making of public or 
private roads in order to give access to the said under­
takings and works or to replace roads, inundated or other- 
wise destroyed or damaged;

e. Ail servitudes deemed useful or necessary.
2. The expropriation under this division shall be effected 

in conformity with the Quebec Railway Act (Chap. 230), 
and the Superior Court of the district or any judge of such 
court may grant prior possession, on such conditions as 
he may deem proper.

3. The commission may, with the authorization of the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, when the expropriation 
of a portion only of a land whether entered on a cadastre 
or not is sufficient, acquire the whole of such land and 
afterwards sell the portions thereof which it does not re- 
quire.
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“81. The Quebec Streams Commission may also, with Aequiring 
the authorization of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, faifsXÎ ”cited 
acquire, by agreement, any exploited or partially exploited ’ '
falls or rapids, with the constructions and accessories used 
in operating them, including the land, the bed and the 
beaches of the water courses affected by the exploitation.

“82. 1. Any municipal or other corporation, operating Purehasing 
a System for the production, transmission, distribution0̂ 1̂ ™  
or sale of electricity for purposes for which such power may mimlcipal- 
be employed, may apply to the Quebec Streams Commis- ities. 
sion to purchase electric power.

2. The commission, on such application, shall give the Supplying of
municipal corporation an estimate, per horsepower or I,y
kilowatt, of the cost at which it can supply it with electric si0n. 
power, with at the same time a power distributing System 
estimate.

3 . When an understanding is arrived at in this con-Approval 
nection between the commission and the corporation apply- e°tel°lishing 
ing to purchase electric power, the contract establishing understand- 
such understanding must be submitted for approval to the ms- 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council and shall hâve force and
effect only after such approval.

“83. To assure the carrying out of the undertakings, Payaient of 
the construction of the works and the acquisition of theq^J"6" 
immoveables contemplated by this division, the Lieutenant- 
Governor in Council may authorize the Provincial Treas- 
urer to pay the required sums out of the Consolidated re­
venue fund.

Where it is necessary for the Province to contract one Loans 
or more loans for the purposes of the preceding paragraph, therefor. 
such loan or loans shall require to be previously authorized 
by the Législature of the Province.

“84. The property of which the Quebec Streams Property 
Commission becomes owner and the profits realizedand ,)iv,ii,s' 
through the application of this act shall belong to the 
Province.

The sums of money collected by such commission and Sums eol- 
which the Provincial Treasurer deems to be available shallleeted- 
be delivered to the latter on demand.

The Provincial Treasurer must, on receipt of such sums, Application 
apply them to repayment of the advances or payments 
made, under this division, out of the Consolidated revenue 
fund, or employ them, to the extent thereof, in repayment 
of the loans which may hâve been contracted under the 
preceding section.
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Rendering 
of accounts.

Approval 
required for 
certain alié­
nations, etc.

Carr yingout 
of act.

Corning into 
force.

“85. The commission shall render an account, to the 
Minister charged with the carrying out of this act, in the 
manner and at the periods which the latter may indicate, 
of its receipts, payments and expenditures, and of its assets 
and liabilities.

“ d iv is io n  i x

“ f u t u r e  g r a n t s  o f  w a t e r f a l l s  a n d  r a p i d s

“86. From and after the 15th of April, 1935, any aliena­
tion or lease of hydraulic power having an average natural 
force of five hundred horsepower or over, forming part of 
the public domain, can only be made under an act of the 
Législature, if such alienation or such lease be in favour of 
any corporation other than a municipal corporation.

“87. The Minister of Lands and Forests shall hâve 
charge of the carrying out of this act.”

2. This act shall corne into force on the day of its
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