
CHAPTER 31

An Act respecting the handling of gasoline

[Assented to, the 19th of February, 1932]

Vf/^HEREAS it is in the interest of the Province to know Preamble.
the source of gasoline, and the distribution and con­

sumption thereof, in the Province.
Therefore, His Majesty, with the advice and consent of 

the Legislative Council and of the Legislative Assembly of 
Quebec, enacts as follows:

1 . The Revised Statutes, 1925, are amended by inserting R. s., c. 
therein, after chapter 36 thereof, the following chapter: 36A, added.

“ CHAPTER 36A

“ A N  A C T  R E S P E C T I N G  T H E  H A N D L I N G  O F  G A S O L IN E

“ I . This act may be cited as the Gasoline Handling Act. Short title.

“2. In this act, unless the context indicates a different Interpreta- 
meaning : tlon*

1. The word “ person” includes a firm, partnership, cor-“ Person” ; 
poration, club, association and syndicate;

2. The word “ gasoline” means the product derived fro m  “ Gasoline” , 
petroleum or from the natural gas, commonly called gaso­
line, and also all other liquid products prepared or com­
pounded for the purpose of generating power, or which may
be used for such purpose.

“3* 1. Subject to subsection 2 of this section, every Return to 
person who, during any calendar month, be made‘

a. Has manufactured gasoline in the Province, or,
b. Has imported gasoline into the Province, or,
c. Has purchased gasoline in the Province,—
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Period for 
delay.

Application

Restriction.

Contents of 
return.

m u st, w ith in  th e  ten  d a y s  im m ed ia te ly  fo llo w in g  th e  ex ­
p ira tion  o f  su ch  ca len d a r  m o n th , fu rn ish  to  th e  C o m p tro lle r  
o f  P ro v in c ia l R ev en u e , a t  Q u eb ec , a retu rn  to  th a t  e ffect.

2. T h e  p rov is ion s  o f  su b section  1 o f  th is section  shall 
a p p ly :

a. T o  e v e r y  p erson  w h o  has m a n u fa ctu red , im p o rte d  o r  
b o u g h t  gasolin e  to  d o  business therein  ;

b. T o  e v e ry  p erson  w h o  has im p o rte d  o r  p u rch ased  
gasolin e  fo r  h is p erson a l use, p ro v id e d  th a t  th e  q u a n tity  
im p o rte d  o r  p u rch a sed  b y  su ch  p erson  ex ceed s  on e  h u n dred  
ga llon s, im peria l m easure, a t  a  tim e.

3. T h e  p rov is ion s  o f  su b section  1 o f  th is se ction  shall 
n o t  a p p ly  to  th e  p u rch ase  o f  g aso lin e  p la ce d  b y  th e  v e n d o r  
in  th e  ta n k  o f  a  m o to r  v eh ic le  an d  u sed  to  op era te  the 
latter.

“4. 1. T h e  retu rn  req u ired  b y  th e  p reced in g  se ction  
m u st in d ica te :

a. T h e  q u a n tity  o f  gasolin e  o n  h a n d  a t the beg in n in g  o f  
the m o n th  ;

b. T h e  q u a n tity  o f  gasolin e  m a n u fa ctu red  d u rin g  the 
m o n th  ;

c. T h e  q u a n tity  o f  gasolin e  im p o rte d  d u rin g  the m o n th , 
w ith  th e  fo llo w in g  deta ils  : in each  case, th e  d a te  o f  im p o rta ­
tion , th e  q u a n tity  o f  gasolin e  im p orted , in  ga llon s, im peria l 
m easure, if b y  cargoes, in  d ru m s o r  o th er  recep tacles , th e  
sh ip p in g  p o in t  and  the d estin a tion , and , if  im p o rte d  b y  
ra ilw ay , the ca r  n u m b er w ith  in itia ls an d  figures, if im p orted  
b y  w ater, the n am e o f  th e  vessel, if im p o rte d  b y  m o to r  
v eh icle , the n u m b er  o f  the id en tifica tion  p la te , w ith  the 
in itia ls o f  th e  S tate o r  P ro v in ce  w h ich  issued su ch  p la te  ;

d. T h e  q u a n tity  o f  gasolin e  p u rch ased  d u rin g  the m on th , 
w ith  th e  fo llo w in g  deta ils : the d a te  o f  recep tion , th e  nam e 
o f  th e  v e n d o r  an d  the q u a n tity  rece ived , in  ga llons, im ­
peria l m easu re ;

e. T h e  q u a n tity  o f  gasolin e  d e livered  in  th e  P ro v in ce , 
g iv in g  in  ea ch  case th e  d a te  o f  d e live ry , the nam e a n d  a d ­
dress o f  th e  p u rch aser a n d  th e  q u a n tity  in  ga llons, im peria l 
m easure ;

/ .  T h e  n am e u n der w h ich  th e  p r o d u ct  is sh ow n  on  the 
in v o ice  o r  b ill o f  la d in g ;

g. T h e  d ed u ction s  a llow ed :
i. F o r  e v a p ora tion ,
ii .  F o r  leakage,
in .  F o r  th e  d ifferen ce  betw een  the A m erica n  a n d  im ­

peria l m easures, in  the case o f  im p o rta tio n  fro m  th e  U n it­
ed  S ta tes ;
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h. T h e  q u a n tity  o f  gasolin e  p u t  to  person a l use d u rin g  
the m o n th ;

i. T h e  q u a n tity  o f  gasoline on  h a n d  a t th e  en d  o f  the 
m on th .

2. S u ch  retu rn  m u st b e  sw orn  to  b e fo re  a P ro v in c ia l Oath, 
reven u e  o fficer  o r  b e fo re  a n o ta ry  p u b lic .

3. S uch  retu rn  m u st con ta in  an d  in d ica te  sep a ra te ly , Contents of 
w ith o u t e x ce p tio n  o r  reserve, all and  each  o f  th e  qu a n tities  return-
o f  gasolin e  th a t th e  p erson  m a k in g  the return , o r  fo r  w h om  
such  return  is m a d e , has, as the case m a y  be, m a n u fa c ­
tured , im p o rte d  o r  p u rch ased  in  th e  P ro v in ce , du rin g  the 
ca len d a r  m o n th  in d ica te d  therein , as w ell as all an d  each  
o f  th e  qu a n tities  o f  gasolin e  th a t su ch  p erson  has k e p t  or 
has d isp osed  o f  du rin g  th e  sam e m on th .

4. I f  th e  p erson  w h o , gen era lly , m an u factu res, im p orts  Return in 
o r  purchases, in  the P rov in ce , gasoline, o r  d oes  bu sin ess® ® ^ 111 
therein , has, d u rin g  a n y  ca len d ar m o n th , n e ith er m a n u fa c ­
tu red , im p o rte d  n or  p u rch a sed  gasolin e , he m u st, w ith in
the ten  d a y s  im m ed ia te ly  fo llo w in g  th e  exp ira tion  o f  such  
ca len d a r  m on th , fu rn ish  to  th e  C o m p tro lle r  o f  P ro v in c ia l 
R ev en u e , a t Q u eb ec , a retu rn  to  th a t  e ffe c t . S u ch  return  Oath, 
m u st be  sw orn  to  b e fo re  a P ro v in c ia l reven u e  o fficer  o r  be ­
fore  a n o ta ry  p u b lic .

“ 5 .  W h e n  gasolin e  is sh ip p ed  fro m  a  p la ce  o u ts id e  o f  th e  Shipments 
P r o v in ce  to  a p la ce  w ith in  th e  P ro v in ce  : out"

a. T h e  p u rch a se  o f  su ch  gaso lin e  is con s id ered  t o  be  
m a d e  in  th e  P ro v in ce , as w ell as its  d e liv e ry  ;

b. S u ch  gaso lin e  is con s id ered  to  b e  p u rch a sed  fo r  th e  
use o f  th e  con sign ee , un less su ch  p erson  in d ica tes  in  h is 
retu rn  th e  sales an d  de liveries  m a d e  b y  h im  a n d  h is in te n ­
t io n  to  sell an d  d e liv er  la ter  th e  b a la n ce  w h ich  he h a d  o n  
h a n d  o n  th e  la st d a y  o f  th e  ca len d a r  m o n th  fo r  w h ich  the 
retu rn  is m ad e .

“ 6 .  1. W h e n  gasolin e  is sh ip p ed  fr o m  a  p la ce  o u ts id e  o f  When ship- 
th e  P r o v in ce  to  a  p la ce  w ith in  th e  P ro v in ce , b y  m ean s o f  a  ped .by 
carrier, th e  p erson  re ce iv in g  su ch  g aso lin e  in  th is P ro v in ce  
m u st o b ta in  a n d  reta in  th e  b ill o f  la d in g  issued  fo r  su ch  
tra n sp orta tion , an d  sh ow  it  t o  th e  in sp ector , o n  his requ est, 
p ro v id e d , h ow ev er , th a t  th e  in sp ection  be  m a d e  w ith in  tw o  
yea rs  fr o m  th e  re ce iv in g  o f  th e  gasolin e .

2. I f  su ch  sh ip m en t w as m a d e  b y  m ean s o f  a c o n v e y a n ce  id., by 
b e lon g in g  to  o r  co n tro lle d  b y  th e  sh ip p er o r  b y  th e  c o n - sbippe^ s 
signee, th e  p erson  re ce iv in g  su ch  gaso lin e  in  th e  P r o v in ce  anee.ey 
m u st in d ica te  in  h is re tu rn  th e  m ean s o f  c o n v e y a n ce , th e  
n am e it  bears, if  it  is a vessel, t o  w h o m  it  be lon gs , a n d  th e  
p o in t  o f  sh ip m en t an d  destin a tion .
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Reduction 
by evapora­
tion.

Id., by 
leakage.

Id., by dif­
ferent 
measures.

“7. 1. T h e  re d u ctio n  in  th e  q u a n tity  o f  gasolin e , cau sed  
b y  e v a p o ra tio n , m a y  b e  a d m itted , fo r  su ch  p er iod s  o f  tim e  
and  u n d er  su ch  c ircu m sta n ces  a n d  in  su ch  p ro p o r tio n s  as 
are estab lish ed  b y  th e  C o m p tro lle r  o f  P ro v in c ia l R e v e n u e .

2. T h e  re d u ctio n  in  th e  q u a n tity  o f  gaso lin e , ca u sed  b y  
leakage, m a y  b e  a d m itte d  w h ere  a n d  in  the p ro p o r t io n  in  
w h ich  th e  C o m p to lle r  o f  P ro v in c ia l R e v e n u e  is o f  op in ion  
th a t th ere  h as n o t  been  n eg ligen ce  on  th e  p a rt o f  th e  person  
m a k in g  th e  d ec la ra tion , o r  o f  h is agen ts o r  em p loy ees .

3. T h e  red u ction  in  th e  q u a n tity  o f  gaso lin e  d u e  to  the 
d ifferen ce  b etw een  the A m erica n  g a llon  a n d  th e  im peria l 
ga llon , is a d m itted , w h ere  the case arises.

Powers of “8 . E v e r y  reven u e  o fficer  h a v in g  gen era l charge  o f  the 
officers6 ca rry in g  o u t  o f  th is a c t  an d  o f  th e  regu la tion s  passed  u n d er  

its  a u th or ity , a n d  e v e ry  p erson  sp e c ia lly  a u th orized  to  
su ch  e ffect , m a y , w ith o u t  perm iss ion , en ter  a t a n y  reason ­
ab le  h o u r  a n y  prem ises o f  a v e n d o r  o f  gaso lin e , exam in e  
the b o o k s  a n d  d ocu m en ts , v e r ify  th e  q u a n tities  o f  gasolin e  
a cq u ired , d e live red  a n d  o n  h a n d , a cco rd in g  to  su ch  b o o k s  
a n d  d ocu m en ts , an d , a cco rd in g  to  th e  in fo rm a tio n  ob ta in ed , 
estab lish , b y  m easu rin g , th e  qu a n tities  o f  g aso lin e  a ctu a lly  
on  h an d , e ith er in  su ch  prem ises o r  e lsew here in  th e  P r o v ­
in ce , estab lish  th e  q u a n tities  lo s t  b y  e v a p o ra t io n  o r  b y  
leakage, co m p a re  th e  q u an tities , m a k e  a re p o rt  o n  the 
w h ole , and , gen era lly , assure h im self w h eth er  th e  p rov is ion s  
o f  th is a ct  a n d  o f  th e  regu la tion s  m a d e  th ereu n d er are o b ­
served .

Infractions “ 9 .  A n y  p erson  con tra v en in g  a n y  p ro v is io n  o f  th is  a c t  
ties penal" or o f the regu lation s m a d e  th ereunder, is g u ilty  o f  an  o ffen ce , 

an d  shall be  sen ten ced : fo r  a first o ffen ce , to  a fine o f  n o t  
less th an  tw o  dollars  n or m o re  th a n  on e  th ou sa n d  dollars, 
an d  costs , and , on  fa ilu re to  p a y  su ch  fine and  costs , to  
an  im p rison m en t o f  three m on th s  in  th e  co m m o n  gaol, 
w h ich  the co u rt  m a y  redu ce  to  on e  m o n th  ; an d  fo r  each  
su b seq u en t o ffen ce , in  a d d it io n  to  th e  costs , to  an im p rison ­
m en t o f  three m on th s  in  the co m m o n  gaol.

Infractions “ lO . W h e n  an  in frin gem en t o f  th e  p rov is ion s  o f  th is a c t  
by rm, etc. Qr Qf  regUia t j0ns m a d e  th ereu n der is c o m m itte d  b y  a 

firm , partn ersh ip , co rp ora tion , c lu b , a ssoc ia tion  o r  sy n ­
d ica te , an d  ju d g m e n t  has been  ren d ered  u n d er  th is a c t  
aga in st su ch  firm , partn ersh ip , co rp o ra tio n , c lu b , a ssocia ­
tion  o r  sy n d ica te , su ch  ju d g m e n t  m a y , fa ilin g  p a y m e n t  o f 
the fine an d  costs  b y  su ch  firm , partn ersh ip , c o rp o ra tio n , 
c lu b , a ssoc ia tion  o r  sy n d ica te , be e x e cu te d : in  the case o f 
a firm , a g a in st the ow n er  o f  su ch  firm , w h eth er  reg istered
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o r  n o t ; in  th e  case o f  a partn ersh ip , aga in st ea ch  m em b er  o f  
the partn ersh ip  ; in  th e  case o f  a co rp ora tion , c lu b , a ssocia ­
t io n  o r  sy n d ica te , aga in st its pres id en t, if the la tter  is in  
the P ro v in ce , and , if n o t, aga in st its  m an ager o r  repre ­
sen ta tiv e  in  the P ro v in ce , an d  th e  sen ten ce  o f  im p rison ­
m en t m a y  be  ren dered  aga in st such  ow n er, m em ber, p res­
iden t, m an ager or represen ta tive , as th e  case m a y  be.

“ 1 1 .  In  a d d it io n  to  the recou rse  g ra n ted  b y  th is a c t  fo r  Injunction, 
in frin gem en t o f  its p rov is ion s , H is  M a je s ty  in  th e  rights 
o f  the P ro v in ce  m a y  dem a n d  b y  p e tit io n  and  ob ta in , w ith ­
o u t  serv ice  o f  the sa id  p e tit ion , unless the ju d g e  orders 
otherw ise, fro m  a n y  ju d g e  o f  th e  S u p erior C o u rt , an in ju n c ­
tion  against a n y  p erson  w h o  has been  co n d e m n e d  fo r  a 
secon d  in frin gem en t u n der th is a ct, o rd erin g  th e  c los in g  o f 
his estab lish m en t o r  estab lish m en ts and  the cessation  o f  his 
sales, u n til he has co m p lie d  w ith  th e  p rov is ion s  o f  th is act.

In  o th er  respects, th e  p rov is ion s  o f  the C o d e  o f  C iv il P ro -  Provisions 
cedu re  resp ectin g  in ju n ction s  shall a p p ly  to  the in ju n c -appllcable- 
tion s m en tion ed  in  this section .

“ 1 2 .  N o  w itness exam in ed  du rin g  a su it b ro u g h t u n d er Privilege of 
th is a ct  m a y  be com p e lled  to  say  w h eth er he is th e  in fo rm er Wltness- 
in  su ch  suit. N o r  m a y  a n y  q u estion  b e  p u t  t o  h im  fo r  th e  
p u rp ose  o f  estab lish in g  th a t th e  su it  w as b ro u g h t  on  the 
co m p la in t  o f  an in form er o r  ten d in g  t o  m a k e  k n o w n  th e  
nam e o f  the in form er.

“13. N o  p ro v is io n  o f  th is a c t  shall b e  in terp reted  asContinuous 
fo rb id d in g  th e  con tin u ou s  tra n sp orta tion , w ith  o r  w ith o u t  {'[a“ sporta" 
tran ssh ip m en t, o f  gasolin e  th rou gh  th e  P ro v in ce , fr o m  a 
p la ce  ou ts id e  o f  th e  P ro v in ce  to  a n y  o th e r  p la ce  a lso ou ts id e  
o f  th e  P ro v in ce , p ro v id e d  th a t  the tra n sp orta tion  o f  a n y  Proviso, 
gasolin e  w ith o u t a  b ill o f  la d in g  con stitu tin g  sh ip m en t 
fro m  a  p la ce  ou ts id e  o f  th e  P ro v in ce  to  an oth er  p la ce  a lso 
o u ts id e  o f  th e  P ro v in ce  shall crea te  a  p resu m p tion  ju r is  
tantum  th a t  su ch  gasolin e  is in ten d ed  fo r  d e liv e ry  w ith in  
the P rov in ce .

“14. T h e  L ie u te n a n t-G o v e rn o r  in  C ou n c il m a y  m a k e , Regula- 
am en d , rep la ce  an d  repea l th e  reg u la tion s  w h ich  h e  d e e m s tions 
n ecessa ry  fo r  th e  ca rry in g  o u t  o f  th is a c t  a n d  w h ich  are n o t  
in co m p a tib le  th erew ith .

“15. T h e  fines im p osed  b y  th is a c t  a n d  th e  co s ts  o f  Fines, etc. 
su its tak en  th ereunder, w hen  pa id , shall fo rm  p a rt  o f  the 
co n so lid a ted  reven u e  fu n d  o f  th e  P ro v in ce .
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Provisions
applicable.

Carrying 
out of act.

Coming into 
force.

“ 1 6 .  T h e  Q u eb ec  S u m m a ry  C o n v ic t io n s  A c t  (C h ap . 
165) shall a p p ly  to  the su its b ro u g h t u n der the p resen t a ct, 
ex ce p t  th ose  p ro v id e d  fo r  b y  section  11 o f  the p resen t a ct.

“ I T .  U n d er th e  im m ed ia te  d irection  o f  the P ro v in c ia l 
T reasurer, th e  C o m p tro lle r  o f  P ro v in c ia l R e v e n u e  is ch arged  
w ith  the ca rry in g  o u t  o f  th is a c t .”

2 .  T h is  a c t  shall com e  in to  fo rce  on  the d a y  o f  its 
san ction .
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