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An Act respecting motor vehicles

[Assented to, the 15th of Mardi, 1924]

J-JIS MAJESTY, with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Council and of the Legislative Assembly 

enacts as follows:

1 . This act may be cited under the name of “ Motor 
Vehicle Act” .

DIVISION i

DECLARATORY AN D  INTERPRETATIVE PROVISIONS

2 . For the interprétation of this act, unless the context 
indicates a different meaning:

1. The words “ motor vehicle” mean every vehicle pro- 
pelled by any power other than muscular force, and which 
is adapted for transportation on the public highways, but 
not on rails, and comprise, as private vehicles, the pleasure 
véhiculé, the farm vehicle, the service vehicle and the com­
mercial vehicle, and, as public vehicles, the autobus, the 
taxi and the delivery car.

2. The “ pleasure vehicle” is equipped for the trans­
portation of persons, not more than seven at a time, 
effects such transportation without any pecuniary consid­
ération, and includes the motor cycle, with or without a 
side-car.

3. The “ farm vehicle” is equipped for the transporta­
tion of persons and merchandise, belongs to a farmer, is 
used exclusively for the transportation of the products of 
his farm and of the persons who occupy such farm, and 
the total weight thereof, including its capacity, must not 
exceed two tons.

4. The “ service vehicle” is equipped to carry supplies 
for, and repair or tow, motor vehicles which, following an 
accident, cannot be operated upon the public highway 
without its aid.

5. The “ commercial vehicle” is equipped for the trans- 
; portation of merchandise, effects such transportation with­
out any pecuniary considération, and includes the vehicle 
which is equipped for the transportation of persons and 
merchandise, but which does not corne within the condi­
tions required to be considered as a farm vehicle.

6. The “ autobus” is equipped for the transportation
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of persons, at least eight at a time, and effects such trans­
portation for a pecuniary considération.

7. The “ taxi” is equipped for the transportation of per-“Taxi” ; 
sons, not more than seven at a time, and effects such trans­
portation for a pecuniary considération; it includes, 
amongst others, the taxicab, the jitney, the ambulance
and the hearse.

8. The “ delivery car” is equipped for the transporta- “ Delivery 
tion of merchandise, and effects such transportation for a car” ; 
pecuniary considération; it includes the vehicle which is 
equipped for the transportation of persons and merchandise
but which does not corne within the conditions required 
to be considered as a farm vehicle.

9. The “ commercial vehicle” and the “ delivery car” in -“ Commer-
clude, amongst others, the van, the truck, the tractor, the cjal vehicle” , 
trader and the semi-trader. e c”

The van and the truck hâve a motor and an apparatus 
for the load.

The tractor has a motor, but no apparatus for the load.
The trader has no motor, but an apparatus for the load, 

which load it carries independently of the tractor.
The semi-trader has no motor but an apparatus for the 

load, which load it carries with the help of the tractor.
10. The words “ motor train” mean and comprise: (a) a “Motor 

tractor hauling more than one trader or more than onetram” î 
semi-trader, or (b) any other motor vehicle hauling a trad­
er or a semi-trader, or more than one.

The tractor with only one trader or only one semi- 
trader constitutes only one motor vehicle.

The trader or the semi-trader, without the tractor, is 
not a motor vehicle.

11. The Word “ chauffeur” means a person who drives ‘Chauffeur 
motor vehicles as a means of livelihood, or who, in the ful- 
fillment of his duties as an employée, drives any motor 
vehicle belonging to another person.

12. The Word “ operator” means any person who oper-“Opera-
ates a motor vehicle otherwise than as a chauffeur. tor” ;

13. The Word “ dealer”  m eans any person w ho deals in “ Dealer” ; 
m otor vehicles.

14. The Word “ garage” means the establishment where, “Garage;” 
for a considération, motor vehicles are put up, repaired or 
changed, or where any two or ail three of such operations
are performed at the same time. However, the establish­
ment where repairs are made to the body of the vehicle 
only, without any change being made thereto, and where 
motor vehicles are not stored at the same time,is not a 
garage.
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15. The Word “ capacity” , in the case of a van, a truck, 
a trader or a semi-trailer, means the weight of the load 
which it can carry,—in the case of a tractor, it means the 
hauling capacity, as determined by the manufacturer, and 
each horse power is the équivalent of three hundred and 
fifty pounds,—in the case of an autobus, it means the 
seating capacity, allowing generally a width of twenty 
inches per seat,—in the case of a garage, it means the num- 
ber of places where motor vehicles may be stored.

16. In the case of an autobus, the words “ per ton per 
mile” mean the total sum obtained: (a) by adding to the 
weight of the vehicle its capacity calculated at the rate of 
one hundred and fifty pounds for each place, that of the 
chauffeur included, (b) by converting these two weights into 
tons and fractions thereof, and (c) by multiplying these 
latter by the number of miles covered during a given pe- 
riod.

In the case of a taxi, they hâve the same meaning as in 
the case of the autobus, with this différence, that its capa­
city is limited or fixed to two places, including that of the 
chauffeur.

In the case of a delivery car, they also hâve the same 
meaning as in the case of the autobus, with this différence, 
that the capacity is the registered capacity.

17. The words “ fictitious marker” mean a registration 
marker which has not been furnished and delivered by the 
Bureau, or which has not been furnished and delivered for 
the current registration year, or which is placed on another 
vehicle than that for which it has been delivered by the 
Bureau.

18. The words “ fictitious badge” mean a chauffeur’s 
badge which has not been furnished and delivered by the 
Bureau, or which does not carry the number assigned there- 
to, or which was not furnished and delivered for the cur­
rent license year, or which is carried by another person 
than the one to whom it was furnished and delivered by 
the Bureau.

19. The words “ public highway” mean any part of a 
bridge, road, Street, place, square or other ground open 
to public circulation of vehicles.

20. The Word “ person” includes partnership and cor­
poration.

21. The Word “ Minister” means the Provincial Treas- 
urer.

22. The Word “ Bureau” means the Revenue Branch of 
the Province, and comprises the Comptroller of Provin­
cial Revenue and the revenue officers who are charged
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with the enforcement of this act, each in the capacity in 
which he is employed.

23. For purposes of registration the Word “pound” ap~ “Pound” ; 
plies to the weight of the vehicle, with accessories com­
plété.

24. The Word “sell” includes the exchanging of o n e “SeU” ; 
motor vehicle for another or the disposai of same in any 
other manner; and the Word “sale” includes the act of“Sale”. 
selling as above defined.

DIVISION II

REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES

§ 1.—How effected

3 . The registration of a motor vehicle is applied for byRegistra- 
the owner or his représentative, by following the formali- tion of 
ties prescribed by the Bureau, and by paying to said Bu-™ torvehl 
reau the required amount of fees; it is effected by the ap­
probation of the application by the Bureau, and it is es- 
tablished by the certificate which it issues.

§ 2.—Basis and Tariff of Fees

4. Every person, who acquires a motor vehicle and idem, 
possesses it in the Province, must register it immediately, 
and renew such registration every year on the first day
of March.

5. 1. The fee required for each registration and renewal Basis and 
is based on the weight of the motor vehicle, and is determ- tarife of 
ined by the rate per hundred pounds or fraction thereof, tees* 
indicated respectively in the following sub-paragraphs, to
wit:

a. The pleasure vehicle and the farm vehicle, seventy 
cents ;

6. The service vehicle and the taxi, one dollar;
c. The autobus, one dollar and fifty cents;
d. The commercial vehicle and the delivery car, fitted 

entirely with pneumatic tires, one dollar and twenty- 
five cents if the weight thereof is less than six thou- 
sand pounds, or two dollars and fifty cents if the 
weight thereof is six thousand pounds or more ;

e. The commercial vehicle and the delivery car, fitted 
entirely or in part with non-pneumatic tires, one dol­
lar and fifty cents if the weight thereof is less than five 
thousand pounds, or three dollars if the weight thereof 
is five thousand pounds or more.
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2. If the motor vehicle is propelled by steam, or by 
electricity, or by any power other than gasoline, the fee re- 
quired for each registration and renewal is based on the 
weight of the motor vehicle, and is determined :

а. By the rate indicated respectively in the preceding 
paragraph 1, for every hundred pounds or fraction 
thereof, and,

б. By adding to this rate a sum of thirty cents for every 
hundred pounds or fraction thereof.

3. The price of markers is payable in addition to the 
above fees.

4. However, whenever the weight of a motor vehicle, 
added to that indicated by its capacity, forms a total weight 
which exceeds ten thousand pounds, where the vehicle is 
equipped entirely or partially with non-pneumatic tires, or 
which exceeds twelve thousand pounds, where the vehicle 
is equipped entirely with pneumatic tires,—the fee required 
for the registration of such motor vehicle or for the renewal 
of the same is ten dollars, instead of being at the rate in­
dicated in paragraphs 1 and 2 of the présent section.

6. The person acquiring a motor vehicle after the first 
day of September of the registration year shall pay only 
one half of the registration fees for that year.

§ 3.—Spécial provisions concerning the Regist­
ration of Public Vehicles

7 .  If the public vehicle is owned by a company, the 
application for registration must be accompanied by a 
sworn déclaration, giving, as to its directors, its officers 
and its capital, ail information which may be required by 
the Bureau. If the vehicle is owned by a partnership, this 
déclaration must state the name and address of each part­
ner. If the owner is a person doing business under a re- 
gistered name, the déclaration must give the name and 
address of such person.

§ 4.—Registration by a Dealer

8. 1. The Bureau may allow a motor vehicle dealer:
a. To possess in the Province, without registration, the 

motor vehicles which he has for sale or which are 
awaiting delivery ;

b. To operate such motor vehicles upon the public high- 
ways, if they are provided with markers furnished by 
the Bureau, and bearing a spécial mark.

2. These privilèges are granted subject to the conditions
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and to payment of fees established by the Minister,
and failure on the part of such dealer to conform to any jj0w lost
one of these conditions annuls the privilèges granted to
him for the remainder of the registration year, and he No refund.
may not claim the refund of the fees paid.

§ 5.—Gratuitous Registration

9. The following motor vehicles are registered gratuit- Gratuitous 
oustly, to wit: tfonStra"

1. The motor vehicle owned by a government;
2. The tractor possessed by a farmer and employed 

exclusively on a farm;
3. The ambulance owned by a hospital subsidized by 

the Province;
4. The motor vehicle owned by a municipal corpora­

tion, equipped and used only for the transportation of 
prisoners, sick persons or dead bodies, or for the 
transportation of apparatus required in connection 
with its municipal services, but which motor vehicle 
cannot be used otherwise for the transportation of 
persons.

§ 6.—Exemptions from Registration

ÎO . 1. The following motor vehicles are exempt froniExemp- 
registration, under the following restrictions, to wit: tionsfrom

a. The pleasure vehicle possessed in this Province by ation. 
person who does not résidé therein. This exemption
is valid during a period of three months, if his résid­
ence is more than ten miles distant from this Pro­
vince, and during the year, if it is situated at a distance 
of ten miles, or less, from this Province.

b. The commercial vehicle possessed in this Province by 
a person having no place of business in the Province, 
but who has a permanent place of business five miles 
distant from this Province, at the most, provided 
such commercial vehicle be not operated in this 
Province beyond a radius of ten miles of such perma­
nent place of business.

c. In the case where the law of the place of such résidence 
or place of business does not grant the same privilège 
to this Province or grants less, the privilège granted 
by this paragraph 1, is null or is diminished to the same 
extent.

2. The exemption mentioned in paragraph 1 of this Provisos. 
section exists only :
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a. If the motor vehicle is registered as required by the 
law of the place of such résidence or of such place of 
business, and if the person operating it is authorized 
so to do by the same law;

b. If the motor vehicle carries the registration markers 
of such place for the current year, and the other 
accessories required by the laws of this Province;

c. If such person furnishes, at the request of the officers of 
this Province, evidence of such registration and of 
such authorization, and conforms in every way to the 
laws of this Province, concerning the circulation, and 
to the régulations made thereunder, during his stay 
in this Province.

§ 7.—Expiry before the end of the term, and continuation
in case of sale

1 1 .  1. The transfer of the ownership of a motor vehicle, 
which has been registered, renders the registration null and 
void, unless such registration be continued with the con­
sent of the vendor and of the purchaser, or of both parties 
to an exchange.

2. If the registration is not continued, the vendor must 
ad vise the Bureau of such transfer, and return to it the 
registration certificate and the registration markers.

3. If the registration is continued, both parties must 
advise the Bureau of such transfer, and return to it the 
registration certificate with a fee of one dollar.

4. Any person, disposing of a registered motor vehicle 
without complying with the provisions of paragraph 2 or 
3 of this section, is jointly liable with the new owner for 
any loss or damage caused by the latter with such motor 
vehicle.

5. If the registration is not continued, and if the vendor, 
after having complied with the provisions of paragraph 2 
of this section, acquires another motor vehicle, which he 
registers, the Bureau may refund that part of the fee which 
he has paid for the registration expired before the end of 
the term, proportional to the number of full calendar 
months remaining to run on the period for which the regist­
ration had been effected.

§ 8.—Expiry at the end of the term

1 2 .  The registration of a motor vehicle effected be- 
tween the first of March and the last day of February fol- 
lowmg, expires every year at the latter date, unless such 
registration has expired before the end of the term.
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§ 9.—Refusai, suspension, and annulment of registration

1 3 .  The Minister may refuse a registration orlimit its, Powers of 
effects. He may annul a registration or suspend its effects ̂ slms1?^ 
and require that the registration certificate and the registra- re^su-a^ 
tion markers be returned. tion.

DIVISION III

LI CENSE S AN D  PERMITS

§ 1.—How issued

14. The license or the permit is applied for by folio w- Licenses and 
ing the formalities prescribed by the Bureau, and by paying permits.
to said Bureau the required amount of fees; it is granted 
by the approbation given by the Bureau to the application, 
and it is established by the certificate which it issues.

§ 2.—Licenses to operators, chauffeurs and machinists in 
motor vehicles

15. 1. No person shall drive a motor vehicle upon aOperator’s 
public highway, unless he be at least eighteen years of âge,
and, in the case of an autobus, unless he be twenty-one license. 
years of âge, and unless he has obtained from the Bureau 
an operator’s or a chauffeurs license, upon payment of a 
fee of five dollars for each license year, and unless such 
license be in force.

2. A person, having attained eighteen years of âge may Spécial per- 
however drive without a license any motor vehicle othermit to drlve- 
than an autobus, during a period not exceeding two months, 
provided a permit to this effect has been granted to him
by the Bureau, upon payment of a fee established by the 
Minister, and provided that while driving he be accom- 
panied by a person licensed to drive.

3. The person who drives, while in the employof the own- Employée
er of the motor vehicle, must be the bearer of a chauffeurs ̂ wer to 
license, unless such person be the owner or the manager chauffeurs 
of an establishment in which motor vehicles are sold, license. 
situated in a City. Exceptions.

16. 1. The license of “ Machinist in Motor Vehicles” License of 
confers upon the holder thereof, apart from the right to drive 
motor vehicles on the public highways, if he has paid a fee Vehicles” . 
of five dollars as a chauffeur, the privilège of being ad- 
vertized as such by the Revenue Branch to the automobile
clubs, and to the owners of motor vehicles. It also confers 
upon the holder of a garage license, who employs such
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licensee, the right to advertise that such licensee is in his 
employ.

2. No person shall take the title of “ Machinist in Motor 
Vehicles” , nor enjo}  ̂ the advantages accruing from such 
title, unless he be at least eighteen years of âge, and has ob- 
tained a license as such from the Bureau, and unless such 
license be in force.

§ 3.— Competency

1 7 .  1. The operator must be acquainted with the laws 
concerning circulation, must be able to drive a motor ve- 
hicle and be familiar with the transmission and control 
Systems thereof. A chauffeur must, in addition, be able to 
put again in running order a motor vehicle, which has 
ceased functioning. The machinist in motor vehicles must, 
in addition, be able to construct an engine and the above 
mechanism, and to properly remake any part or piece 
of the engine or of its mechanism which is liable to 
break, to wear out, or to loosen.

2. In the case of a chauffeur, the competency is establ- 
lished by an examination passed before a professor of a 
technical school, under the control of the Province, or 
before another examiner appointed for this purpose by 
the Minister and being himself the holder of a certificate of 
competency from such a technical school. If the examina­
tion has been successfully passed, a certificate of compe­
tency is issued by the examiner upon the payment of three 
dollars by the candidate.

3. In the case of a machinist in motor vehicles the com­
petency is established by following a course in automobile 
mechanism in a technical school under the control of the 
Province, and by passing an examination before one of 
the professors of such a school. If the examination has 
been passed with success, a certificate of competency is 
issued by the principal.

4. The examination consists of three parts: an oral ex- 
amination, a written examination, and a démonstration. 
The candidate shall furnish the motor vehicle necessary for 
such examinations and démonstration.

§ 4.—Licenses to non-resident chauffeurs or operators

1 8 .  The privilège conferred by section 10, concerning 
the registration of a motor vehicle owned by a person hav- 
ing his résidence or place of business outside of this Prov­
ince, applies, mutatis mutandis, to the license required to 
drive such a motor vehicle on the public highways of this
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Province, with the same restrictions and subject to the same 
conditions. In every other respect, such person is submitted Law and 
to the provisions of the présent act and to the régulations régulations 
passed thereunder, while possessing or driving a motorapp lca} 
vehicle in this Province.

§ 5.— Garage licenses

19 No person shall keep a garage without having ob- Garage li- 
tained from the Bureau a license to that effect, upon pay- censes‘ 
ment to the Bureau of the following fees:

1. If the garage is situated in the cities of Montreal,
Quebec, Westmount, Outremont, Verdun and La- 
chine, twenty dollars;

2. If it is situated in any other city, ten dollars;
3. If it is situated in any other municipality, five dollars;

And unless such license be in force.

20. 1. The holder of a license for a garage where motor Hôlder of 
vehicles are stored shall keep a register, giving, amongst garage li- 
other information, the registration number of the motorkeerfareg- 
vehicle, the name and address of its owner, the dateister. 
and exact hour of each entry or removal of such motor ve­
hicle, and the name of the person then in charge of the 
garage.

2. This register shall be kept open to the inspection of Register 
any officer of the Bureau charged with the carrying out of g p ^ ^ 111" 
this act.

3. The holder of such garage license shall keep his license License,
f or the current year, as well as the printed instructions etc., tohe 
from the Bureau, posted up in a conspicuous place in his posted up* 
garage.

4. He shall, moreover, at the request of an officer of the Holder to
Bureau, allow him to visit the garage and examine the allow exam- 
motor vehicles therein, and he shall store any motor ve-g^^g ^  
hicle which such officer may hâve taken possession of in motor ve- 
the carrying out of his duties under this act, and shall only of”
deliver such motor vehicle on the order of the Bureau. Bureau.

§ 6.—Dealers’ licenses and the permit for public sale oî a
motor vehicle

21. 1. No person may deal in motor vehicles without Dealers’ li-
having obtained from the Bureau a license to that effect, censes and 
upon payment to the Bureau of the following fees : fees*

a. If his establishment is situated in the cities of Mont­
real, Quebec, Westmount, Outremont, Verdun and La- 
chine, twenty dollars;
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b. If it is situated in any other city, ten dollars;
c. If it is situated in any other municipality, five dollars; 

And unless such license he in force.
If such person’s establishment is at the same time a 

garage, and if he has paid, for the same year, the fee re- 
quired for a garage license, such payment exempts him 
from the payment of the fee on his dealers license.

No such license may be issued before the person request- 
ing same shall hâve furnished the Bureau with security 
for the purpose of guaranteeing to the owner of a stolen 
motor vehicle, sold by such person, the reimbursement of 
the price which such owner has paid to any buyer of such 
motor vehicle, in order to recover the possession by way of 
revendication as stolen property. In such a case, the 
owner has the right to claim in his name, from the dealer 
and from his surety, the price which he has paid to the 
buyer.

Such security shall be given by means of a guarantee 
policy issued by a company authorized to act as surety in 
this Province and for the amount determined by the Min- 
ister ; it shall contain a waiver of the benefit of discussion 
on the part of the surety and shall cover ail the motor 
vehicle sales effected by the person for whom the security 
is given, during the existence of such security.

No surety may terminate the security before the last 
day of February following the date of the issue of the guar­
antee policy, and the license shall cease to be in force 
from the moment that the security ceased to exist.

The dealer who is the holder of a license, under the au- 
thority of the présent paragraph, must keep such license 
posted up in a conspicuous place in his establishment, and 
must mention the number of such license and the date 
when it will expire in every document establishing the sale 
of a motor vehicle which he effects while his license remains 
in force.

No sale of a motor vehicle effected by a person who is 
not licensed under the authority of the présent paragraph 
shall be deemed to hâve been made by a dealer in motor 
vehicles.

Requisites 2. No person may offer for sale or sell a motor vehicle 
for public in a fair or market, or at auction or at a public sale other 
motor vehi- than that effected according to law, unless such person 
de: shall hâve:
Furnishing a. Furnished the Bureau with security for the purpose 
of security. 0f guaranteeing to the buyer that he is the owner of such 

motor vehicle, and also of guaranteeing to the owner of a 
stolen motor vehicle, sold by such person, the reimburse­
ment of the price which such owner has paid to any buyer 
of such motor vehicle, in order’ to recover the possession by
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way of revendication as stolen property. In such a case, 
the owner has the right to claim in his name, from the dealer 
and from his surety, the price which he has paid to the 
buyer; and

b. Obtained from the Bureau a permit for the public Obtainingof 
sale of such motor vehicle in any of the ways above in-permit, 
dieated; and

c. Delivered such permit to his buyer. Delivery.
Such security shall be given in the manner indicated in Form and

paragraph 1 of this section; it shall contain a waiver of t h e ^ ^ ^ s of 
benefit of discussion on the part of the surety and shall ' uri y* 
continue for one year from the date of the sale.

3. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may subject the Régulations 
issue of a dealer’s license or of a permit for the public sale by Lt.-Gov. 
of a motor vehicle to such other conditions as he may deem m Counci1- 
advisable.

§ 7.— Circulation permits for the public vehicles

2 2 .  In addition to the registration of a public vehicle, Circulation 
the owner thereof shall obtain monthly from the Bureau peïïlits/ ^  
a circulation permit, on the monthly payment to the oies.10 Ve 
Bureau of a duty, at the rate which the Lieutenant-Gov­
ernor in Council may establish, but which shall not exceed 
one-half of a cent per ton per mile, if the weight of the
public vehicle is less than five thousand pounds, nor exceed 
one cent per ton per mile, if the weight of the public vehicle 
is five thousand pounds or more.

Such duty is based upon the weight and capacity of theBasisof 
vehicle and the number of miles which it has traveleddllt̂  
during the month, and is calculated in the manner in­
dicated in paragraph 16 of section 2 of the présent act.

The distance which serves as a basis for this duty shall Determin- 
be established by the Bureau according to the length of the of 
run and the number of times it is to be covered during the 
month, in the case of regular runs, and according to the 
déclaration of the owner, sworn to by him and verified by 
the Bureau, in the case of irregular runs.

This section does not apply to an ambulance nor to a Ambulance 
hearse and hearse

exeepfced.

§ 8.—Expiry and renewal of licenses

2 3 .  Every license expires on the last day of February Expiry and 
which immediately follows the date of its issue, unless it renewal of 
has been cancelled before the expiry of the term for whichllcenses-
it was issued, and is renewable on the first of March follow- 
ing, upon payment of the established fees; provided, how-Proviso.

7
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ever, that the person applying for a license has not been 
convicted of an offence which would prevent the issue of 
such license to him.

§ 9 — R efu sa i, su spen sion  and annulm ent o f  licenses and
perm its

2 4 .  The Minister may refuse the issue of a license or of 
a permit or may limit its effects. He may annul a license 
or a permit or may suspend its effects, and require that the 
certificate be returned to the Bureau, and, in the case of a 
chauffeur, that the badge be also returned.

DIVISION IV

CARRYING OF CERTIFICATES AN D  BADGES

2 5 .  1. Every person driving a motor vehicle upon the 
public highway must carry with him his license or his per­
mit to drive and the registration certificate of the motor 
vehicle. If such person be a chauffeur, he must also carry 
the badge issued to him by the Bureau, for the current year.

2. Such person shall exhibit such license, such registra­
tion certificate, and, in the case of a chauffeur, such badge, 
when requested to do so by any officer of the Bureau, bear- 
ing a certificate of identification signed by the Comp- 
troller of Provincial Revenue, establishing that such officer 
is charged with the carrying out of this act, or at the re- 
quest of a municipal officer in charge of the traffic, or of a 
constable.

d iv is io n  v
A C CE SSO RIE S OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND THEIR USE

§ 1.— M arkers

2 6 .  1. Every motor vehicle must, during the whole 
registration year, be provided with two markers furnished 
and delivered by the Bureau, for such motor vehicle and 
for that year only. These markers must be solidly affixed 
to the motor vehicle by means of rivets, screws and nuts, or 
a frame, in such a way that they cannot be easily removed, 
and will not swing when the vehicle is in motion. They 
must also be kept free of ail matter which would interfère 
with the reading of same, at a distance of one hundred feet. 
They shall be placed in a horizontal position, one in front, if 
possible between the two headlights, and the other at the 
rear, if possible on the left mudguard of the motor vehicle, 
at a distance from the ground of more than eighteen inches, 
and at a point where it may be easily read, by a person
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facing the automobile, at a distance of one hundred feet 
from the marker, and in an oblique position at a distance 
of twenty feet from the axis of the motor vehicle and of 
thirty feet from the marker.

2. The two markers must bear (a) the same registration Contents 
number as that entered in the registers of the BureautliereoL 
opposite the name of the owner of the motor vehicle; (b)
the figures indicating the current registration year; (c) the 
abbreviated name of the Province; (d) letters or other 
identification signs or other protective means.

3. No other marker bearing numerals shall be affixed Other
to the exterior of the motor vehicle. prohibîted

§ 2.—Lighfs

2 7 .  1. Every motor vehicle must, when operated on aLights. 
public highway, be provided with two lamps showing a 
white light in front, and one lamp showing a red light at 
the rear ; if such vehicle hauls a trader or a semi-trailer, the 
red light shall be plaeed at the rear of such trader or semi- 
trailer; if such vehicle is a motor cycle, it shall carry a lamp 
showing a white light in front, and another lamp showing 
a red light at the rear; if a side-car is fitted to the motor 
cycle, the side-car shall also be provided with a lamp show­
ing a white light in front; if such motor cycle hauls a trader, 
the red light shall be plaeed at the rear of the trader.

2. When a motor vehicle is on a public highway, be- Visibility. 
tween one hour after sunset and one hour before sunrise,
its lamps must show lights, each one visible at a distance of 
at least one hundred feet in front and one hundred feet at 
the rear, whether the motor vehicle is stationary or in mo­
tion, and the rear lamp must hâve a capacity of at least four 
candie power, and must throw a red light in a horizontal di­
rection, and a white light in a vertical direction, in such 
manner that the white light will be spread evenly upon the 
entire surface of the rear marker, and it shall be sufficient 
in quality to allow the reading of the numerals on such 
marker at a distance of at least one hundred feet.

3. When two motor vehicles meet on a public highway, Glare of 
or when a motor vehicle meets another vehicle drawn by headlights. 
an animal, the glare of the headlights must be so replaced, 
directed, obstructed, or reduced in strength, as not to dazzle
or blind the person driving the m otor vehicle or the ve ­
hicle drawn b y  an anim al Corning in the opposite direction.

§ 3.— Tires

2 8 .  1. Every wheel of a motor vehicle operated on a Tires; elast-
icity.
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public highway shall be fitted with a tire made of rubber 
or of any other material having the same elasticity.

2. The thickness of a non-pneumatic tire shall not be 
at any time or at any point thereof, less than one inch.

3. The pneumatic tire shall be kept sufficiently inflated 
so that the compressed air will support the weight allowed 
for such tires.

4. Every motor vehicle intended for the transportation of 
persons shall be fitted entirely with pneumatic tires.

5. The width of pneumatic and non-pneumatic tires 
shall be that established in paragraph 1 of section 40.

§ 4 .—Device for signalling

2 0 .  1. Every motor vehicle must, when operated on 
the public highway, be provided with a horn or other 
sounding device sufficient in capacity to be heard at a dis­
tance of two hundred feet, but which must not be used 
otherwise than as a signal of danger, or when approaching 
a curve, or the intersection of two streets, or when coming 
into a Street or highway from any garage or private 
ground, and in such a manner as not to produce a harsh or 
prolonged noise. Between the hours of midnight and six 
o’clock in the morning, the sounding device shall be put 
into use, in the cities, towns and villages, only in case of 
absolute necessity.

2. The sound of such devices shall be different from that 
of the types of signais specially adapted for other uses.

3. The above restrictions as to the use of sounding de- 
vices shall not apply to ambulances nor to motor vehicles 
used by a municipality in connection with its fîre and police 
services.

§ 5.—Brakes and muffler

3 0 .  1. Ail brakes on a motor vehicle shall be in good 
order, and sufficient in strength to control such vehicle 
when required.

2. Every motor vehicle shall be provided with a muflier, 
so constructed as to prevent any intense or prolonged noise, 
caused by the escape of gas from the motor vehicle, in 
cities, towns and villages, or when meeting draught animais 
or cattle.

§ G.—Lock

3 1 .  1. Every motor vehicle shall be provided with a 
lock or other device to prevent such vehicle from being set 
in motion.
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2. When a motor vehicle is left unattended on a public where left 
highwa3r, it shall be locked or made fast in such a manner unattended. 
that it cannot be set in motion.

§ 7.—Mirror

32. Every autobus, commercial vehicle, or delivery car Mirror. 
must, when operated on the public highway, be provided
with a mirror sufficient in size and quality, and so placed 
so as to enable the driver of such motor vehicle to see from 
his seat any vehicle coming from the rear.

§ 8.— Identification numbers

33. Every motor vehicle must bear an engine numher idenMfica- 
and ail other identification numbers placed on it by the tion num- 
manufacturer, and these numbers shall not be modifiedDerb' 
nor defaced nor made illegible, nor replaced nor removed.

§ 9.—Spécial accessories for public vehicles

34* 1. Ail public vehicles, save the ambulance and the Accessories 
hearse, shall be provided with a speedometer, and the tariff for public 
of transportation rates must be posted in the interiorvehlcles* 
thereof.

2. Autobusses and taxis shall, in addition, be provided id., au- 
with chains to prevent skidding, and with a spare tire. taSs!SeS anC

3. Autobusses shall, in addition, be provided with: id-, for au-
tobussesа. At least two doors, one in the front, and the other at 

the rear, unless there be doors on the sides;
б. With one Chemical extinguisher;
c. With a light of at least two candie power, to light the 

interior of such autobus at night;
d. In the case of a regular run, a time table approved by 

the Bureau, to be posted up in the autobus, and such 
time table must be followed, that is to sav, that the 
autobus shall not leave a locality before the hour in- 
dicated thereon.

DIVISION VI

CHANGES M ADE TO MOTOR VEHICLES

3 5 .  No person shall, without having previously advised Changes to 
the Bureau in the form and manner established by it, 2ciesfVe" 
make the following changes to a motor vehicle, to wit:

1. Replace the engine by another,
2. Replace the châssis by another;
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3. Replace the body by another:
4. Change the type of the motor vehicle for another;
5. Change the colour of the motor vehicle for another.

d i v i s i o n  v u

CIRCULATION

Keeping to 
right.
Passage on 
left.

passing.

Idem.

§ 1.—Direction, Crossing, Overiaking and Stops

36. 1. Every person, driving a motor vehicle or an 
animal on the public highway, must, whenever possible, 
keep to the side of the road at his right, and leave at his left 
as wide a passage as possible and at least one half of the 
road when meeting another vehicle or a herd of cattle, or 
at least eight feet when meeting a pedestrian, a cycle or a 
stray animal.

Meeting and 2. The person driving a motor vehicle shall bear to the 
right to meet another vehicle or allow such vehicle to pass 
the one he is driving, and shall bear to the left when passing 
another vehicle.

3. The person driving a motor vehicle shall bear to the 
right, when approached by any vehicle or any animal 
driven or led, and also to permit the passing of any person 
driving a motor vehicle, for which vehicle the speed allowed 
by law is greater than that allowed by law for the motor 
vehicle which he is driving.

4. When preparing to pass, the person driving a motor 
vehicle shall, before bearing to the left, give warning of 
his intention to do so, and make sure that it is possible to 
pass without any risk of a collision with a vehicle or an 
animal coming in an opposite direction. The warning 
shall be given by means of the sounding device.

5. No person shall pass when it is not possible to see 
clearly the portion of the road immediately ahead.

6. After passing, such person shall not turn his vehicle to 
the right, before having made sure that this can be done 
without any danger or inconvenience to the vehicle or the 
animal which he has passed.

7. At the bifurcations and at the crossings of public high- 
ways, the driver of a vehicle on one of the roads shall give 
the right of way to the driver of a vehicle coming to his 
right on the other road. However, the drivers must con- 
form to the régulations in force in a city concerning the 
right of way of one vehicle over another, or the right of 
way of a pedestrian over the vehicle, or concerning the 
direction that vehicles must follow on certain streets, pro- 
vided, howeA er, that such dérogation from the présent act

Warning by 
sounding de

Road ahead.

After pass­
ing.

Right of 
way.

Régulations 
in city to be 
followed.

Proviso.
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be, by the city, indicated thereon by a proper signboard 
or a traffic officer.

8. Upon the approach of any horse ridden or driven, Duty of| 
the driver of a motor vehicle shall so manœuvre .such vehicle ^proach of" 
as to prevent such horse being frightened and to safeguard horse. 
and protect the person riding or driving it ; and if such horse 
appear to be frightened, the person driving the motor 
vehicle shall diminish the speed thereof, stop the noise 
made by the motor, and even stop such motor if requested 
to do so by a signal made with the hand by the person in 
charge of such horse, and he shall not approach nearer such 
horse unless this movement is necessary to avoid an acci­
dent or damages.

37. Every person driving a motor vehicle upon a public stopping 
highway shall stop, whenever signalled or requested to uP°n sl̂ naL 
do so by an officer of the Bureau charged with the carry- 
ing out of this act, a peace officer or a municipal officer ap- 
pointed for the enforcement of the laws on the public high- 
ways. He shall also stop, without any other signal than 
an indicative poster or other sign, at ail points which may 
be determined by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, so 
as to allow the officer to ascertain if the provisions of law 
hâve been complied with.

38. 1. When a motor vehicle overtakes a tram-car Overtaking 
which is stationary for the purpose of taking on or dis- stationary 
charging passengers, such motor vehicle, unless otherwise 
ordered by the officer in charge of the traffic at that place, 
shall not be driven beyond the rearmost part of such tram- 
car until it shall hâve started and until ail passengers 
who hâve alighted shall hâve reached the side of the 
Street.

2. A motor vehicle meeting or overtaking a tram-car Moving 
in motion shall be driven so that the tram* car shall be to tram-car. 
the left of the person driving the motor vehicle, unless the 
position of the track makes it impossible to do so or unless 
the city has, by by-law, derogated from the présent act, 
and has indicated such dérogation by a proper signboard 
or a traffic officer.

3». In case of any accident to a person or property on Duty of 
the public highway, due to the operation of a motor ve- clse'o/aeci- 
hicle thereon, the person operating such vehicle shall stop, dent, 
and, upon being required by any person présent, shall give 
such person his name and address, together with the reg­
istration number and the name and address of the owner 
of such vehicle.
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§ 2.— Weight of motor vehicles with load
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4 0 .  1. The total weight of a motor vehicle driven on a 
public highway, including that of its load, shall not exceed 
seven hundred pounds per inch width of its non-pneu- 
matic tires, nor shall it exceed eight hundred pounds per 
inch width of its pneumatic tires. If the tires are non- 
pneumatic, their width is measured at the point of con­
tact with the hard ground; if they are pneumatic, |it is 
established by the distance between the Ranges of the rim ; 
however, whatever be the width of the tires, the total 
weight distributed on ail the wheels shall not exceed 
twenty-four thousand pounds, nor shall the total weight 
on two wheels exceed sixteen thousand pounds.

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1 of this section, no motor 
vehicle, equipped entirely or partly with non-pneumatic 
tires, shall be driven on the public highways, outside of 
cities and towns, when the total weight thereof, comprising 
the weight of the vehicle and the weight indicated by its 
capacity, exceeds ten thousand pounds.

3. Notwithstanding paragraph 1 of this section, no 
motor vehicle, equipped entirely with pneumatic tires, 
shall be driven on the public highways, outside of cities and 
towns, when the total weight thereof, comprising the weight 
of the vehicle and the weight indicated by its capacity, 
exceeds twelve thousand pounds.

4. In the cities and towns, the municipal council may, 
by by-law, limit such total weight in its territory, provided 
that such limit be not less than that established in para- 
graphs 2 and 3 of this section, respectively.

5. The Minister of Roads may permit a motor vehicle, 
whose total weight, including that of its load, exceeds the 
limits established in paragraphs 2 and 3 of this section, to 
be driven, outside of cities and towns, on certain roads de- 
signated by him in a permit signed in duplicate, one of 
which is given to the person obtaining the permit and the 
other to the Bureau, provided that such vehicle is used 
only for the making or repairing of public highways or for 
other work which he considers to be in the public interest.

§ 3 — Speed

Maximum.
speed.

4 1 .  No motor vehicle shall be driven on a publie 
highway at a greater speed than is reasonable, consider- 
ing the width of such highway, and the traffic thereon, 
nor so as to deteriorate such public highway, nor endanger 
the life or safety of any person, nor so as to threaten the 
safety of any property, nor, specifically, at a speed greater
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than that respectively established in each of the following 
cases, to wit :

1. In a curve or steep descent, or at the intersection of 8 miles an 
roads, or when Crossing a bridge, or within a distance hour atcur~ 
of three hundred feet from a railwa ŷ Crossing, the descent or* 
speed of the motor vehicle shall not exceed eight miles railway
an hour; cr0SSlng-

2. Subject to the restrictions made in paragraph 1 of Commercial 
this section, in the case of a commercial vehicle or adeHve^car, 
delivery car, fitted entirely or in part with non-pneu-8 and 10
matic tires, the speed shall not exceed eight miles an miles an 

hour.hour if the vehicle is loaded, nor ten miles an hour if 
not loaded;

3. Subject to the restrictions made in paragraph 1 ofld., 12 and
15 miles 

hour.anthis section, in the case of a commercial vehicle or â  
delivery car, fitted entirely with pneumatic tires, the4 
speed shall not exceed twelve miles an hour if the ve­
hicle is loaded, nor fif teen miles an hour if not loaded ;
Subject to the restrictions made in paragraph 1 ° f ^ 1tgbus’ 16 
this section, in the case of an autobus, the speed shall an 
not exceed sixteen miles an hour.
Subject to the restrictions made in paragraph 1 of this 
section, in the case of a pleasure vehicle, of a farm ve­
hicle, of a service vehicle and of a taxi, the speed shall 
not exceed twenty miles an hour in the limits of a city 
or of a town, or in anv populated section of any other 
municipality, nor shall it exceed thirty miles an hour 
elsewhere. However, when any of such vehicles 
meets another of such vehicles in motion, the speed 
of each of such vehicles shall be reduced to sixteen 
miles an hour.

§ 4.—Additional protection of roads

Pleasure ve­
hicle, etc., 
in city, 
etc., 20 
miles an 
hour.

Elsewhere, 
30 miles an 
hour.
Meeting in 
motion, 16 
miles an 
hour.

4 2 .  1. No vehicle shall be driven on the public high-Prohibition 
ways, having on its tires, or on one or more of them, non- no^ski^de 
skid devices in the form of cleats or caterpillars, or other vices, 
apparatus of a nature to damage such highways, or which
the Minister of Roads has specifically prohibited.

2. No building may be moved nor any object dragged ld., ofmov 
over a public highway, when, by so doing, the public high- ].ng build" 
way would be damaged. m8S’ e c’’

4 3 .  The Minister of Roads may prohibit passage over Passage
a public highway, by means of notices or gates, either for Pr°hibited. 
work to be done on such road, or to protect it while thawing 
out, for such a period of time as he may think necessary, 
or to protect it during a rainy period.
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During such periods of prohibition no motor vehicle nor 
animal drawn vehicle shall pass over the prohibited road. 
Nevertheless, when the prohibition is on account of thaw 
ing, or during a rainy period, the following may pass: mail- 
carrier vehicles, pleasure vehicles, and vehicles not laden 
drawn by animais, provided that the total weight of any of 
these vehicles, including that of its load, does not exceed 
two thousand pounds, and provided, in the case of a motor 
vehicle, that such motor vehicle be not driven at a speed 
greater than sixteen miles an hour.

§ 5.—Spécial provisions concerning the autobus

44. The chauffeur of an autobus shall:
1. Be at least twenty-one years of âge;
2. Hâve demonstrated in a practical way to an au- 

thorized officer of the Bureau that he is competent to 
drive an autobus;

3. Be of sober habits ;
4. Abstain from smoking during the journey;
5. Abstain from driving over two hundred and fifty miles 

per twenty-four hours ;
6. Refuse to speak to the passengers, except when ne- 

cessary to advise them of the movements of the ve­
hicle, or for any urgent reason;

7. Hâve enough space for his operations;
8. Refuse admission to any person in a state of intoxica­

tion, or eject such person;
9. Eject any person using obscene language or acting 

in an obscene manner, or in a manner objectionable 
to other passengers;

10. Stop the autobus on the right side of the road which he 
is following, and not in the centre, to allow passengers 
to board or leave the autobus;

11. Stop the autobus at railway crossings to ascertain 
whether it may be crossed without danger.

45. Any person who is not in a state of intoxication 
must be admitted if there is a vacant seat, but there shall 
not be any more passengers than there are seats in the 
autobus, and passengers shall not. remain standing and 
must occupy the seats placed at their disposai.

§ 6.— Circulation Signs

Circula- 4 6 .  1. The signs indicating the danger to avoid,the 
ProvTncialby direction to follow, the distance to travel, the speed 
authority. permitted, the name of the loeality, and ail other signs



1924 Motor Vehicles Chap. 24 107

with respect to the circulation on the public highways 
must be uniform as to their colours, dimensions, position 
or distance, and they shall be made and placed under the 
direction of the Provincial authority who takes charge 
thereof. Nevertheless, (a) the sign indicating a temporary Exceptions, 
danger to be avoided or a temporary direction to be fol- 
lowed, by reason of an accident or road work which is being 
carried on, shall be made and placed by the municipality 
or by the person in charge of such work; (b) the sign indi­
cating a railway Crossing shall be made and placed by the 
company operating such railway.

2. Ail circulation signs differing from those placed by Removal in 
the Province may be removed by the latter. event11

§ 7.— Circulation Obstructions

4 7 .  Every signboard must be removed which is placed Removal of 
so as to prevent the driver of a motor vehicle from seeing, ^boards 
for a sufficient distance to avoid accidents, the road he is 
following, the circulation signs placed thereon, or the 
vehicles coming in an opposite direction.

DIVISION VIII

OFFENCES AND. PENALTIES

4 8 .  1. No person under the influence of intoxicating Offence to 
liquors or of narcotics shall drive a motor vehicle on under
public highway, or hâve the care or control of same, even if influence of 
such motor vehicle is not in motion. liquor or

2. If a person convicted under this section be not the penalty 
holder of an operator’s or a chauffeur’s license, he shall bewhere 
condemned to imprisonment for such period of time, n o lp o f^ o f11013 
exceeding six months, as the court may détermine, without license*. 
the option of a fine.

3. If any person convicted under this section be the hold- Id., if holder 
er of an operator’s or of a chauffeur’s license, he shall b e ^ ^ ^ ors 
liable, for a first offence, to a fine of not less than one hun-feur’s li~ 
dred dollars nor more than three hundred dollars, or, in the cense* 
discrétion of the court, to imprisonment in the common
gaol for such term of not more than one month as the court 
may détermine; and, for a second or subséquent offence, 
to a fine of not less than three hundred dollars nor more 
than five hundred dollars, or to imprisonment in the com­
mon gaol for such period of time not exceeding three months 
as the court may détermine; and from and after such con­
viction for a first offence, the license shall become null 
and void and no other license shall be issued to him under
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this act for a period of one year from the date of the convic­
tion; and from and after such conviction for a second 
or subséquent offence, the license shall become null and 
void, and no other license shall be issued to him under this 
act for a period of three years from the date of the convic­
tion.
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after sus­
pension, 
etc. ;
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40. Whosoever:
1. contravenes any of the provisions of this act other 

than those of section 48, or contravenes the régula­
tions made under this act by the Lieutenant-Governor 
in Council ; or,

2. gives a fictitious name or fictitious address in his ap­
plication for registration, for a license or a permit, or 
does not immediately notify the Bureau of any change 
of address, which may hâve occurred since the making 
of his application and while his motor vehicle is regist- 
ered, or while he is licensed or holds a permit under 
this act; or,

3. drives on a public highway a motor vehicle, the re­
gistration of which has been suspended by the Minis- 
ter, or contrary to the restrictions indicated on the 
registration certificate; or,

4. drives a motor vehicle on a public highway while his 
license or his permit is suspended; or,

5. drives, on the public highway, a motor vehicle carry- 
ing one or two fictitious markers; or,

6. while driving a motor vehicle on the public highway, 
carries a fictitious chauffeur’s badge; or,

7. changes the number, the year, the letter or any other 
indication on a marker, furnished and delivered by 
the Bureau, or changes, entirely or in part, the colour 
of a marker or of any indication thereon; or,

8. engages as chauffeur or as machinist in motor vehicles 
a person who is not licensed as such ; or,

9. drives a motor vehicle on a public highway in a race, 
or on a bet or wager; or,

10. uses a motor vehicle, sets it in motion or drives it, 
without the permission of the owner; or,

11. drives on a public highway a commercial vehicle or a 
delivery car which does not show, painted thereon at 
a place where it may be read at ail times, its capacity 
as determined by the manufacturer, and as registered 
at the Bureau; or,

12. possesses in the Province a motor vehicle whose ac- 
cessories are not such as required by this act, nor such 
as declared in the application made for the registra­
tion of such motor vehicle,—

shall be guilty of an offence against this act, and upon con-
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viction he shall be condemned,—in addition to the pay- 
ment of the costs, and of the fees and duties for which he 
may hâve been liable,—for the first offence to a fine of not 
less than ten dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, 
and for any subséquent offence, to a fine of not less than 
twenty-five dollars nor more than two hundred dollars, and, 
in default of payment of such fine and costs and of the fees 
and duties for which he may be liable, to imprisonment in 
the common goal for a period of thirty days, or he may be 
condemned to both such fine and imprisonment.

5 0 .  The court may, at its discrétion, condemn to the Disci.etj0n 
payment of the costs only, for the following offences, to wit.'of court;

1. Using a motor vehicle on a public highway when the where certi- 
certificate of registration is not carried therein so as to flcate or reg- 
be exhibited at the request of a proper revenue officer not l̂rried • 
duly authorized, in conformity with section 25;

2. Neglecting to carry his license as an operator or as a where li-
chauffeur, when driving a motor vehicle, in conform- cense not 
ity with section 25; carried;

3. Refusai by any operator or chauffeur to exhibit his where re- 
license or certificate of registration when called upon fusai to ex- 
so to do by a constable, a peace officer, or an officer of hlblt-
the Bureau, in conformity with section 25.

5 1 .  1. If, in the event of a violation of section 41, the offender to 
speed admitted by the offender or for which he is condemn- Jose license 
ed exceeds by ten miles an hour the maximum speed allowed infractions, 
in such case by section 41, the offender, in addition to the 
penalties imposed by section 49, shall lose his license as an 
operator or chauffeur, according to the case, for the re- 
mainder of the current license year, and no other license as
an operator or chauffeur shall be issued to him during the 
same license year.

2. If, in the event of a violation of section 41 the speed Third of- 
admitted by the offender exceeds the maximum speed al-fenco* 
lowed in such case by section 41 but does not exceed by ten 
miles an hour such maximum, and if such violation is his 
third offence against section 41 during the then current 
license year, the offender shall incur the penalties imposed 
by section 49, and shall, in addition, lose his license as oper­
ator or chauffeur, as the case may be, for the rest of the 
current license year, and no other license as operator or 
chauffeur shall be issued to him during the same license 
year. If three offences hâve been committed by different Three of- 
persons with the same motor vehicle during a license year, 
the court shall, in addition to the penalties imposed b y persons 
section 49, déclaré the cancellation of the registration o fwith same
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such motor vehicle, without any reimbursement of the fees 
paid therefor, and no such motor vehicle may be again 
registered during the same license year.

52. If a person, found guilty of contravening this act, 
has caused damages to a bridge or public highway, such 
person shall be liable, in addition to the penalty established 
for this offence, to a penalty equal to the value of such dam­
ages, and, in default of payment of this additional penalty, 
to imprisonment during a period of one month.

53. 1. The owner of a motor vehicle shall be held res- 
ponsible for any violation of this act committed with such 
motor vehicle, or of any régulation made thereunder by 
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council.

2. Whenever loss or damage is sustained by any person 
by reason of a motor vehicle on a public highway, the bur­
den of proof that such loss or damage did not arise through 
the négligence or improper conduct of the owner or driver of 
such motor vehicle shall be upon such owner or driver.

3. If the employer of a person, driving a motor vehicle 
for hire, pay or gain, is présent in the motor vehicle at the 
time of the commission of any offence against this act or 
any régulations made thereunder, such employer, as well 
as the operator or chauffeur shall be liable to conviction for 
such offence, and it shall be in the discrétion of the court 
to impose the penalty either upon the one or the other or 
upon both, according to the circumstances of the case; but 
if the vehicle is being driven by the chauffeur, and not by 
the owner, at the time of the offence, then,—whether the 
owner be présent in the vehicle or not at the time,— 
both the chauffeur and the owner shall be personally liable 
to conviction for the offence, and it shall be in the discré­
tion of the court to impose the penalty either upon the 
one or the other or upon both, according to the circum­
stances of the case.

54. Nothing contained in this act shall be interpreted 
as limiting or diminishing the right of any person to take 
civil proceedings for damages.

DIVISION IX

PROSE CUTIONS

§ 1.—Procedure

55. 1. Prosecutions under the authority of this act 
or of a régulation made thereunder shall be taken before a
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justice of the peace, a judge of the sessions, a police magis- 
trate or a district magistrate, and shall be governed by the Provisions 
provisions of Part I the Quebec Summary Convictions Act, applicable, 
except where expressly derogated from by this act.

2. The fees shall be those allowed by the tariffs madeFees. 
by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, but no advocate’s 
fees shall be allowed.

3. Ail legal proceedings instituted to recover any fee for a How pro- 
license or permit or any registration fee due to the Crown çeedings 
shall be taken in the name of the Collector of Provincial 
Revenue for the revenue district in which the offence was of license 
committed. fees>etc*

4. Legal proceedings instituted for the violation of any id., for viol- 
of the provisions of this act or of any of the régulations ations of̂ aet 
made thereunder shall be taken in the name of the C o l-^ nJegua" 
lector of Provincial Revenue for the revenue district in
which the offence was committed, or in the name of the 
corporation of the local municipality in which the offence 
was committed, and not otherwise, subject always the 
provisions of section 54.

5. In any proceedings taken in the name of the Collector Where pro-
of Provincial Revenue for the revenue district in which theceedm£sm 

nC * j j i name ofolience was committed: Collector;
a. It shall not be necessary to produce the original of Production 

any book, document, régulation or register kept in documerft 
the possession of the Bureau, but a cop}  ̂or an abstract, etc., not ne- 
certified by the Comptroller of Provincial Revenue, eessary.
or by the Director of the Motor Vehicle Bureau of the 
Province, shall be sufhcient prima fade proof of the 
contents of the original.

b. It shall not be necessary that the Collector of Pro- Signing, 
vincial Revenue for the revenue district in which p̂pearance 
the offence was committed sign the complaint nor etü, not ne- 
swear to it, nor that he appear nor that he give eessary. 
proof of his appointment and of the exercise of his 
functions. He is sufhciently designated as complain- Suffirent 
ant or plaintiff in any proceeding, under the title 0f désignation. 
“ Collector of Provincial Revenue for the revenue dis­
trict of

c. Several offences committed by the same person may lèverai of- 
be prosecuted in the same complaint, provided such samrcom- 
complaint indicates exactly the time and the place plaint, 
where each offence has been committed.

d. The testimony of one ofhcer of the Bureau shall be suf- Sufficiency 
ficient. onestimo-

6. In any suit, during which an officer of the Bureau is Evidence of 
summoned as a witness to give information in connection j^eau^ 
with the carrying out of the présent act, such officer may, given by
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instead of appearing as a witness, give such information 
by a report to the court, made under his signature and 
transmitted to the party who has summoned him. If such 
summons in addition calls for the production of the ori­
ginal of any book, document, order or régulation, kept in 
the possession of the Bureau, such officer may, instead of 
appearing as a witness and instead of producing such ori­
ginal, transmit to the party who has summoned him a copy 
or an extract, certified by the Comptroller of Provincial 
Revenue or by the Director of the Motor Vehicle Bureau 
of the Province, and such copy or extract, shall be suffi- 
cient prima facie proof of the contents of the original.

7. In the case of proceedings taken by the corporation 
of the local municipality in which the offence was corn- 
mitted, the cierk or secretary-treasurer of such municipality 
must, wit-hin fifteen days after the date of the judgment, 
make a report to the Minister of any conviction obtained 
by such corporation and must remit to him the full amount 
of the fines imposed, under penalty of a fine of twenty 
dollars.

Entries 56. The justice or magistrale, before whom any holder
on license or 0f a license or a permit is convicted for an offence against 
upon con- the Provisions of this act respecting circulation, shall cause 
viction. to be entered, upon the license or permit of the person so 

convicted, the date of such conviction, the name of the 
court and the penalty imposed.

Procedure 57. 1. A prosecution under this act or a régulation 
for l̂e talted ma( ê thereunder is not taken, if it is preceded by a notice 
proceedings from the Comptroller of Provincial Revenue, indicating 
in certain summarily the offence committed, and if the person who 
cases. has committed the offence pays to an officer of the Bureau, 

specially authorized thereto by the Minister, the minimum 
of the fine exigible for such offence, and in addition a sum 
of one dollar for the costs. The fact of paying the fine 
under this paragraph 1 is considered as an acknowledg- 
ment of guilt.

Notice not 2. This section shall not be interpreted as imposing the 
obhgatory. obligation to give such notice before instituting such pro- 
Whep3not ceedings, and, furthermore, it shall not apply to the case 
app ica e. Q£ provided for by section 48, nor to the case

where a motor vehicle causes loss or damage to any person 
or property.

§ 2.—Arrest and Seizure

Arrest with- 58. l. Any officer of the Bureau charged with the car­
rant^*" ryingoutof this act or any peace officer or constable, who,
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on probable and reasonable grounds, believes that an of- 
fence has been committed against any of the provisions 
of this act, whether it has been committed or not, and who, 
on probable and reasonable grounds, believes that any per- 
son has committed such offenee and that such person may 
escape punishment if not arrested without a warrant, or 
who finds any person committing such offenee, may arrest 
such person without warrant.

2. Such officer or constable must, with reasonable dili-Before 
gence, take any person so arrested without warrant before'^pea^e 
a justice of the peace, to be dealt with according to law.

3. Such officer or constable may also detain any mot or Détention 
vehicle, the owner or driver of which is supposed to hâve °f motor ve- 
committed an offenee against this act, until ail pro~ lce‘ 
ceedings, which may be taken under the provisions of this
act, shall hâve been finally disposed of ; provided, however, Proviso. 
that such motor vehicle may be released on security being 
given to the satisfaction of a justice of the peace.

DIVISION x

PROVISIONS CONCERNING M UNICIPALITIES

5 0 .  Notwithstanding any general or spécial law to the No munici- 
contrary, no municipal council or other local authority may palpr local 
by by-law, resolution, régulation or otherwise : f^ f  1C lon

1. Impose a tax or any other charge or require a license Motor vehi- 
or a permit for the keeping of a motor vehicle or the
using or driving of same, in any capacity whatsoever, 
on the public highway;

2. Enact that a motor vehicle be registered or licensed Registra-
and that any person driving it be also licensed; tlon’ etc-;

3. Enact that a motor vehicle carry a marker or theMarker, 
person driving same a badge, numbered or otherwise etc*; 
indicating a registration, a license or a permit;

4. Regulate or prohibit the use of public highwa}^s by Use of pub-
motor vehicles; ' lichigh-. ways ;

5. Regulate the speed of motor vehicles on the public Speed; 
highways;

6. Enact in any manner, contrary to the provisions of Accessories 
this act, concerning accessories to be carried and their tk>n-eircula~ 
use, and concerning the circulation of motor vehicles
on the public highways, nor in such a manner as to 
modify the effect of such provisions in this act ;
Enact upon the application of fines imposed by au-Applica- 
thority of this act or change such application.

7.
tionof fines.

8
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6 0 *  Nothing contained in the preceding section:
1. Shall prevent any municipal council or any other au- 

thority in charge of a park in a city, or of a cemetery, 
from regulating the speed of motor vehicles in the park 
or cemetery under its control, and even from prohibit- 
ing motor vehicles being used on the avenues of such 
park or cemetery, if authorized by law to this effect ; 
provided, however, that the speed allowed or the 
prohibition be distinctly indicated by means of signs 
clearly visible at the entrance of the park or cemetery 
and along its avenues;

2. Shall prevent a municipal council from establishing, 
by by-law, that motor vehicles may be driven on a 
public highway, or upon a section thereof, set apart 
for the purpose of testing such motor vehicles at a 
speed greater than that allowed by this act;

3. Shall prevent the municipal council of a city or town 
from requiring, by by-law, that commercial vehicles 
and delivery cars be fitted with an apparatus to pre­
vent pedestrians from rolling under such vehicles, and 
from regulating the use of such apparatus;

4. Shall prevent the municipal council of a city or of a 
town from imposing a tax or a license fee on every 
motor vehicle the weight of which, added to that indi­
cated by its capacity, forms a total weight, which 
exceeds ten thousand pounds, where the vehicle is 
equipped entirely or partially with non-pneumatic 
tires, or which exceeds twelve thousand pounds, where 
the vehicle is equipped entirely with pneumatic tires; 
and every municipal council of a city or of a town is 
authorized to impose such a tax or license. This par- 
graph does not apply to the motor vehicle which is 
registered gratuitously under the authority of section 
9 of the présent act. Such tax or such license fee 
shall however be imposed only by the city or the 
town where is situated the principal establishment 
the rolling stock of which includes such motor vehicle;

5. Shall prevent the municipal council of a city or of a 
town from prohibiting, by by-law, with or without ex­
ception, the use in certain streets, which it indicates, 
of any motor vehicle, provided that such by-law 
allows the use by such motor vehicles of such streets 
as may permit of Crossing the municipality, and 
provided that such prohibition and such use and the 
direction to be followed be respectively indicated by 
proper signs or by traffic officers.

6 1 .  Notwithstanding the provisions of section 59, a 
municipal council may:
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1. Impose a tax or a license fee on owners of motor Licensing of 
vehicles used by them in carrying on the business o f ^ ^ 16311’ 
cabman or common carrier, provided that a similar ’ ’
tax or license fee be imposed upon owners of other 
vehicles used in carrying on the same business in the 
same municipality. The payment of such tax to a Application 
municipality or the fact of obtaining the license issued of provisions 
by such municipality shall not exempt the holder of nlt f̂fected 
such license, nor the person who has paid such tax, therebv; 
from the obligation of securing a registration and a 
license under this act and of complying with ail of the 
provisions of this act;

2. Make by-laws for the location of cab-stands, regul- Régulation 
ating their use, and making same compulsory, a n d j^ ^ ' 
also establish and put into force a tariff of fares which tarife,’ etc. ; 
may be charged by common carriers, provided that
such by-laws apply to ail common carriers of the same 
municipality, whether the vehicle used is fitted with 
a motor or drawn by an animal;

3. Make by-laws to govern the inspection of taximeters Inspection 
employed on public vehicles transporting passengers. of taxiniet-6rs on cor- 

tain vehicles
DIVISION XI

OFFICERS OF THE BUREAU

6 2  1. The Minister appoints the officers of the Bureau Appoint- 
who are by him charged with the carrying out of this act, ^ ent of of- 
and of the régulations made thereunder or of the carrying p^eau. 
out of any part of such act or of such régulations.

2. Each such officer, according to the duties which he is Each such 
called upon to perform: officer:

a.

b.

c.

Shall give security to the amount established by the To give sec- 
Minister if he collects or pays out money for the lf be
hpi nanaiesBureau, money;
May, without îeave, at any reasonable hour of theTohaue  
day, enter any place where one or more motor vehicles 
may be put up, examine any motor vehicle and its examina- 
accessories, ascertain whether or not it conforms totion; 
the provisions of this act and of régulations made 
thereunder, and report thereon ;
May, without committing an offence against this act, To hâve 
while engaged in the carrying out of his duties, ex- c^^speed* 
ceed the speed limit allowed by the law, take posses- îimit, etc. 
sion of, drive or store, a motor vehicle, without the 
consent of its owner.
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DIVISION XII

R ECEIVING OF OATHS

63. The sworn déclaration, which must accompany ail 
applications for registration, for licenses, or for permits, shall 
be sworn to before an officer of the Bureau, a notary, a 
justice of the peace, a mayor, or a commissioner of the 
Superior Court.

DIVISION XIII

REPORTS

64. Every dealer in motor vehicles shall make to the 
Bureau at Quebec, in such form as the said Bureau may 
prescribe, a monthly report of ail sales and of ail purchases 
and exchanges made by him of new or used motor vehicles, 
during the month.

65. The owner and the chauffeur of an autobus must 
send in to the Bureau, at certain periods determined by 
said Bureau, a sworn statement of every accident which he 
sustains or which he witnesses, of the traffic carried on 
with such autobus, of any interruption or resumption of his 
operations, and concerning any other matter which the 
Bureau may require with respect to administration and 
statistics.

66. The owner of any motor vehicle which has been 
stolen in this Province must without delay notifv the 
Bureau, in such form as the latter may détermine, both of the 
theft of the motor vehicle and of its recovery if so effected.

67. The owner of any motor vehicle, which has been 
completely destroyed while possessed in this Province, 
must without delay notify the Bureau, in such form as the 
latter may détermine, of such destruction.

DIVISION XIV

POWERS OF THE LIEUTEN AN T-G OVER N OR  IN COUNCIL

68. 1. The Lieutenant-Governor in Çouncil may: 
a. Alter the fees payable under this act in connection 

with licenses, permits and registrations, change the 
basis of the rates, establish new rates, establish the 
price of the registration markers and make new régul­
ations with respect thereto;
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b. Alter the maximum of the weight, load included, and Maximum 
the maximum of speed of the autobusses, commercial weight of 
vehicles and delivery cars, when used on ail or certain certain cars; 
public highways and in ail or certain localities;

c. Détermine the maximum width, height and length Maximum, 
of motor vehicles used on ail or certain public high- width, etc. 
ways and in ail or certain localities, and the max-^iC0aardand 
imum width, length and height of their loads;

d. Allow and regulate the use of motor-trains on ail orMotor- 
certain public highways and in ail or certain localities, trams; 
and détermine the total length of such trains, or the 
number of vehicles of which they may be composed
and the fees to be paid for such use;

e. Change and regulate the use and placing of lanterns Lanterns. 
and the colour and strength of their lights ;

/ .  Require that ail or certain classes of motor vehicles be Speed- 
provided with devices to register the speed made per registering 
hour when they are in motion, and regulate the usedevices; 
of such devices;

g. Require that autobusses, commercial vehicles and Automatic
delivery cars be provided with devices to automatic-?Peed-lim- 
ally limit the speed thereof, and regulate the use of lô certadn68 
such devices; cars;

h. Establish additional restrictions or advantages for Ljcenses to
the issue of licenses to chauffeurs and machinists in chauffeurs, 
motor vehicles ; etc- ;

i. Require that operators of motor vehicles pass an ex- Examina- 
amination to establish their competency to drive such tion; 
motor vehicles;

j. Require a certificate of eyesight and hearing capacity Eyesight
to drive motor vehicles or certain of them. and hearing

k. Prohibit and cause the removal of signboards which, sigiibom*ds; 
by their form, colour or position, might lead to con­
fusion with the circulation signs, or which, by their 
number or that which they display, might interfère
with the operating of motor vehicles;

l. Classify garages; Garages;
m. Establish and regulate direction and stopping signais signais;

given from a motor vehicle with the hand or an 
apparatus;

n. Regulate and require the use of devices to do awayGlare of
with the glare caused by headlights; headhghts;

o. Regulate the establishment and the keeping of camps Tounst
for tourists in this Province; camps;

p . Require and regulate the use of devices or other means Accident or
to prevent accidents, or thefts of motor vehicles, on theft pre- 
the public highways; vention;

q. Require and regulate the use on taxis, except the am-Taximeters; 
bulance and the hearse, of devices to establish or
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register automatically the price to be charged for the 
fare;

r. Make arrangements with other governments con- 
cerning the registration of a motor vehicle owned by 
a person having no résidence or place of business in 
this Province, and concerning the license of the person 
driving such motor vehicle, and modify the restric­
tions established in section 10 of this act;

s. Regulate the issue of international plates and permits 
of circulation;

t. Establish means of indentifying motor vehicles and 
methods to verify their ownership ;

u . Establish a System of registration of the right of 
ownership for each of the motor vehicles possessed in 
this Province or for certain of them.

And make ail other régulations which may be deemed 
necessary for the carrying out of this act.

2. Ail régulations, made by the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council under the authority of this act, shall, after their 
publication in the Quebec Official Gazette, hâve the same 
force and effect as if incorporated in this act.

d iv i s io n  xv

FIN AL PROVISIONS

60*  Any sum that may become due to the Crown, in 
virtue of this act, shall constitute a privileged debt upon 
the motor vehicle, ranking immediately after law costs.

TO. The fees imposed by this act and ail penalties 
recovered thereunder shall form part of the Consolidated 
revenue fund of the Province.

T l. The revenue derived from ail fees, duties and 
penalties, collected under this act, shall be employed in the 
manner specified in section 81 of the act respecting roads, 
13 George V, chapter 34, less, however, such portion thereof 
as may be applied, from time to time by the Minister, to 
the payment of the expenses incurred for the carrying out 
of this act.

7 2 .  The acts, or parts thereof, mentioned in the annex 
to this act, are repealed to the extent therein set forth :

> 7 3 .  This act shall corne into force on the day of its
sanction.
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ANNEX

CONTAINTNG THE ACTS AND PARTS OF A CTS REPEALED BY
THIS A CT

Citation of 
the Ad Tille

Extent of the 
repeal

R. S., 1909.... ....Motor Vehicles.............. Articles 1388 to
1435, inclusively

1 George Y, 
(2nd ses­
sion) chap- 
ter 16.........

An Act to amend the Re- 
vised Statutes, 1909, re- 
specting mot or vehicles. The whole.

2 George Y, 
chapter 15..

An Act to amend the Re- 
vised Statutes, 1909, re- 
specting motor vehicles. The whole.

3 George V, 
chapter 19..

An Act to amend the Re- 
vised Statutes, 1909, re- 
specting motor vehicles. The whole.

4 George V, 
chapter 12..

An Act to amend the Re- 
vised Statutes, 1909, re- 
specting motor vehicles. The whole.

5 George V, 
chapter 26..

An Act to amend the Re- 
vised Statutes, 1909, re- 
specting motor vehicles. The whole.

6 George V, 
chapter 16..

An Act to amend the Re- 
vised Statutes of Que- 
bec, 1909, respecting mo­
tor vehicles.................... The whole.

7 George V, 
chapter 21..

An Act to amend the Re- 
vised Statutes, 1909, con- 
cerning motor vehicles. The whole.

8 George V, 
chapter 26..

An Act to amend the Re- 
vised Statutes, 1909, con- 
cerning motor vehicles. The whole.
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Short title.

Définitions : 

“ Gasoline” ;

Citation of 
the Act Title

Extent of the 
repeal

9 George V, 
chapter 23..

An Act to amend the Re- 
vised Statutes, 1909, re­
specting motor vehicles. The whole.

11 George V, 
chapter 30..

An Act to amend the Re- 
vised Statutes, 1909, re­
specting motor vehicles. The whole.

12 George V, 
chapter 35..

An Act to amend the Re- 
vised Statutes, 1909, re­
specting motor vehicles. The whole.

13 George V, 
chapter 30..

An Act to amend the act 
respecting motor vehi­
cles .................. .... .......... The whole.

C H A P .  25

An Act respecting gasoline

[Assented to, the 15th of Mardi, 1924]

I-JIS MAJESTY, with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Council and of the Legislative Assembly 

of Quebec, enacts as follows:

1 . This act may be cited as the Gasoline Act.

DIVISION i

Dedarative and interprétative provisions

2. In this act, unless the context conveys a different 
meaning :

1. The Word “ gasoline” means the product distilled from 
Petroleum which, by combustion, develops the power re- 
quired for operating motor vehicles and which is intended 
for such use; it also means ail other liquid products which, 
although known under another name, fulfill the same pur- 
pose by the same means and for the same object;


