1890. Settlement of *he Jesuits' Estates. Cap. 31.
CAP. XXXI.

An Act respecting the Superior Education Investment and
Income funds and to amend the Act 51-52 Victoria,
chapter 18, intituled : “ An Act respecting the settle-
ment of the Jesuits’ Lstates. ”

[Assentel to 2nd April, 1890.]

\ "]'HEREAS it is enacted by sections one to five inclu-
sively of chapter 15 of the Consolidated Statutes
for Lower Canada, as follows, that is to say :

* SUPERIOR EDUCATION INVESTMENT AND INCOME FUND.

‘1. The Estates and property of the late Order of Jesuits,
¢ V\'h“thel‘ in possession or reversion, including all sums
‘funded or invested, or to be funded or invested, as form-
‘ing part thereof, and the principal of all moneys which
“**have arisen or shall arise from the sale or commutation

“ of any part of the said listates or proporty, are hereby

“appropriated to the pur poses of this act, and shall iorm

“ a fund to becalled the ¢ Lower Canada Superior Educa-
‘tion Investment Fund,” and shall be under the control
“and management ofthe Governor in Couneil, for the pur-
“ poses of this act ; and the said fund shall b» understood
*to beintended oy Jhe words ‘the said Investment Fund '
“ whenever they occurin this set. 19-20 V., ¢. 54.5. 1 C.
S.L.C., e 15,8 1.

“2. The revenues and interest arising from the said
investment Fund, that is to say :

“1st. The revenues and interest to arise from the real })10-
“perty forming part of the Jesuits’ Estates, or from moneys
funded or invested as bolonging to the said Bslates, or
“from any prop.rty, real or punsonal reversible to the said
* Bstates as part of them ;—the revenues and interest of
“investmentsmade or to b2 made, and of deobentures held
©or to b held, on account ofthe said Iistates ;

“ 2udly. The incom: and interest to arise {rom invest-
apents 16 b omade out of the moneys received or to be
'l't’(“‘i\\‘d from a;rnnm’muev effected o to be ef-

coted sn the ies forming part of the said
: 1 datin, or out of the mowys to bhe reesived from
= the vm;.-‘w;'[ion of any arrears ol rovoenwss, intorest,
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* 3rdly. The revenue and interest to arise from in-
‘ vestments to be made out of the moneys to be received
* from the sale of any portion of the said Estates, or
“ {from the -aleor redemption of any rente fonciére or rente
“ comstituée, being part of the said Estates,—shall, with
“ the unexpended and unclaimed yearly balances of the
“ (fommon School Fund for Lower Canada, and the sum
‘“ hereinafter directed to be paid yearly out of the Con-
‘ golidated Revenue Fund of this Provincz, and with
“any sum to be taken for the purpo-.e, inany year, out
“ of the Common School Fund of Lower Canada form
“a fund to be called the ¢ Lower Canada Superior Edu-
“cation Income Fund.’ and the said fund shall be under-
“ stood to be intended by the words ‘the said Income
“ Fund,” whenever they occur in thisact. 19-20 V., ¢. 54,
“5.2; C.8.L.C,c 15,8 2

“ 3. Whenever it appears to the Governor 1 Council
“that the said Income Fund can beincreased by the sale
“and by the investment of the proceeds of the sale of any
“portion of the said Estates, or of any rente fonciére or rente
“ constituée then forming part of them,the Governorin Coun-
‘ cil may order such sale to be made, and may direct that
“the moneys roalized by it be invested in provineial deben-
“tares or other securities, the annual interest or income
“ whereof, shall form part of the said Income Fund. 19-20
“V,ec 54,8 3;C. 8 L.C, e 15, 5. 3

*“ 4. There shall be aunually placed to th- credit of the
‘ said Income Fund, the sum of twenty thousand dollars.
“out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of this Provinee,
* which sum shall form part of the said Income Fund, and
“be appropriated accordingly; i ar the said
“ Income Fund falls short of the sum of eighty-eight
‘ thousand dollars, then such sum as may be necessary to
‘make it equal toeighty-eight thonsand dollars, shall be
“ taken from the Common School Fund of Lower Canada.
“and added to the said Income Fund for that year, as
“part therveof. 19-20 V., ¢. 54, 5. 4; C. 8. L. C, c. 15, s. 4.

“5.If in any one year the whole of the Income F Fund 1s
“not apportioned, the balance not distribut -d shall remnain
“Afor further distribution as hereinafter provided, or shall,
“ if the Governor so directs, be invested and the income or
“the interest of the investment shall be added to the said
* Income Fund.andthe principal shalltorm part of the said
“ Investment Fund.” 1920 V., c. 54,s.6; C. 8. L. C,,
“c. 15, 8. 5.

Whereas, since the passage of the Act 51-52 Victoria,
chapter 13, and the coming into force of the Revised
Statutes of the Provinee of Quebec, difficulties have arisen
respecting the sum of sixty thousand dollars allowed to the
Protestant minority of this Province for Superior Education
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as an equivalent proportion to the sum of four hundred
thousand dollars granted in settlement of the Jesuits’ Es-
tates’ claims by the said Aet 51-52 Victoria, chapter 18,
and as recr'ards the said Superior Education Iuve&tmeut
and Income Funds;

Whereas the Protestant Committee of the Council of
PublicInstruction,at a meeting held on the 25th September,
1889, in answer to a uommunlmtlon requ-sting the
Committee to give a specific reply as to how th@y pro-
posed to deal with the said sum of sixty thousand dollars,
resolved:

*1.That in answerto the communicationofthe Honorable
“ the Premier, dated Quebee, June 11th, 1889, requesting
“ the Committee to give a specific reply to the enquiry
“ therein contained, we hereby declare our readiness to

“ discharge the duties devolvuw upon us as the Protestant
- Commlttee of the Council of Public Instruction, as
“yequired by article 2203 of the Revised Statutes of the
¢ Province of Quebec, and to administer any sums placed
*in our hands by the Provincial Legislature for Saperior
¢ Education.

* 2. That at the same time. viewing with apprehension
* any legislation imperilling existing guarantees for the
¢ suppoxt of Superior Education in thls Provinee, and in
“ accordance with the action of this Committee at its
‘ meeting held May 14th, 1889, we hereby stronglyreaffirm
“ our 1'equest that the Governmet will, by legislation,
“ restore the cancelled Tru-t as set forth in our 1'eport of
' the above date, and replace the Jesuits’ Estates, or the
proceeds thereof, as an Investment Fund for Superior
* Education ; and also re-establish the Superior Education
* Tncome Fund, as constituted by the Act of 1856.

“ 3. That the principal difficulty felt by this Com-
mittee, with respect to the Jesuits’ Kstates’ Act and the
sum of $60,000 referred to in the letter of the Honorable
the Premier, arises from the fact that the grant of the
said amount is embodied in an Act of the L‘glslature
“which has b2en authoritatively stated to rendar effete
“ths claus:s of ths Educational Law containing ths above
* guarante.s,

“ 4. This Committee would also again draw ihe at-
* tention of the Government to the representations con-
“ mmed in its report adopted May 14th, 1889, to the fol-

*lowing effect :

* The Roman Catholic Body receive a free grant of
* $400,000 and the rights of the Grovernment in Laprairie
* Common, while the Protestants receive permission to
* distribute the income arising fromn the investment of
* $60,000 subject tothe approval of the Lieutenant-Gov-
» ernor in Couneil.

-
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64 Cap. 31. Seltlement of the Jesuits' Fstates. 53 Vicer.

“ Further, we submit that the sum of $60,000 granted
“ by the Jesuits’ Estates” settiement act is less than the
amount due to the Protestants, according to population.
We therefore vespectfully request that the legisla-
“ tmn necessary to restore and perpetuate the above men-
“ tioned guaranteesin favor of Superior Iiducation in this
“ Province and otherwise meet the views of this Commit-
“ tee in the premises, be obtained, if possible, at the ap-
¢ proaching session of the Provineial Legislature and
“ that, in the meantime, nterest be allowed upon the
¢ capital sum of $60,000 from the time the Jesuits’ BEsta-
“ tes’ settlement Act canie into effect.”

Whereas the settlement authorized by the said Act 51-

582 Victoria, chapter 13, has been made, and the said sum
oi four hund1ed thoumnd dollars, with interest from the
thirteenth day of Aungust. 1888, paid over therrunder as
therein provided.

Whereas the following letter was sent to the Protest-
ant Committee of the Counecil of Public Instruction :

“CABINET DU PREMIER MINISTRE.
* PROVINCE oF QURBEC.

" QUEBEC, 9th OCTOBER, 1889,
“ My Lorbp,

“ We, my colleagnes and myself, have examined, with
areat care and a deep sense of the re sponsibility l)eaunﬂ’
on us, the resolutions of the Protestant Committee of the
Council of Public Instruction. passed ot its sesston of the
25th September last and trausmitted by Your Lordship's
“letter of the Ist of Octobirinstant, 2-.d T am authorized
‘to answer as follows:

‘1D am indesd very happy to o » thut the members
of the Protestant Lfmmm.\ o deelas - their readiness to
discharge the duti ¢ dovolviog apon them and to admin-
Cigter any sums pm din their oads by the Provinelal
* Legislatnre Yor Supovier Bdwoario s, D orderstind, there-
“ fove, that the Coaeesnt inthove o e the Peotovdants of
¢ Lo Pyt RS T T U R
SOXTONVINCr, b DIUDHID T 1o
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“ (b) Thatthe Protestant Committee should receive in
capital the sixty thousand dollars ($60,000.00) instead of
the right to distribute the income arising from the
investinent of said amount ;

“(¢y That this amount ot sixty thousand dollars
($60,000.00) should be increased, because it is less than
the amount due tothe Protestants, accordingto popu-
lation :

*“ (d) That the interest on said amount of sixty thousand
dollars ($60,000.00) be allowed from the time the Jesuits’
Estates” Act came into effect till said amount is paid.

-~

“ 8. With your kind permission, My Lord, I will
examine separately every one of these conditions:
“(g) That thes Supcrior Eduncation Fund, in ¢ exis-
tence before the Jesuits’ Hstates Act, be restored.’

“ 4. The intention of the Governmentnever was to abol-
ish this Fund, and therefore we cannot have the slightest
objection to recommend that the law be reconstituted as
it was before the Jesuits’ listates Act, if it is found neces-
sary. The truth of this statement and the sincerity of our
action in this behalf, appear ¢ 1.1n the following extract
of an official letter sent by the undersigned to Car-
dinal Simeoni i answer to a question on the very same
subject ; in a letter sent me by Mr. Oliver, oneof the
Law (_;lelks ofthe Legislature and one of the secretaries of
the Commission for the revision of the Statutes of the
Province, published at the end of last year ; and 3. in
* the text itself of section fourth of the Jesuits' Estates Act

‘“ Here are these docwments :

=~

-

“ 1, Extract of an official letter sent to Cardinal Simeoni,
Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of the Propaganda at
Rome, dated the 25th October, 1888 :

¢ First Question.

“ Does the Government of the Province of Quebec
intend to continueto give, in future, either to the three
archbishops or to the five bishops of Lower Ca-
nada, or again to the Jesuit Fathers, the grants hitherto
voted for bupulm Education even after having paid
to the parties indicated by His Holiness the Pope the
sum granted by the Act of last session, in settlement of
" the queqtlon of the Jesuits’ Estates.

“ Answer.—Yes.

“ In virtue of an old law, the revenues of the Jesuits’

“ Fstates formed a special Education Fund, the amount

“ whereof, which has hardly varied since 1867, is now

“ geventy-eight thousand four hundred and ten dollars,

“ ($78,410.00), of which sixty-six thousand two hundred
5
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“ and forty dollars ($66,240.00) are at the disposal of the
“ Roman Catholics, and twelve thousand one hundred
“and seventy dollars ($12,170.00) at the disposal of the
“ Protestants.

“ The Government intends to leave that amount intact,
** af the disposal of the Council of Public Instruction.
% This Council consists :

“ 1. Ex-officio of all the Roman Catholic bishops of the
“ Province and of a Roman Catholic layman appointed
“ by the Government for each of such bishops.

“ 9. Of a certain number of Protestants who are also
“ appointed by the Government.

“ This Council meets very seldom and then only to
“ discuss matters of general interest respecting Education ;
“ the affairs are practically managed by two separate
“ Committees : '

“1. One called ‘ the Roman Catholic Committee ’ com-
‘“ posed of the Roman Catholic Bishops and Roman Ca-
“ tholic laymen appointed as aforesaid ;

“ 2. Another called the ‘ Protestant Committee ’ con-
“ sisting of Protestants also appointed as aforesaid and of
“a certain number of associate members appointed by
“ that Committee.

“ Bach Committee sits separately, and every year it
“ makes the distribution of the sums above mentioned,
“ namely : ’

“ 1. The Roman Catholic Committee, sixty-six thou-
“ sand two hundred and forty dollars ($66,240.00) ;

“ 2. The Protestant Committee, twelve thousand one
“ hundred and seventy dollars ($12,170.00).

“ The document A, hereunto annexed, shows how this
“ sum of sixty-six thousand two hundred and forty dollars
“ ($66,240.00) was distributed by the Roman Catholic
“ Committee this year and last year, limiting the details
“ to classical colleges and giving in a lump sum the
“ amounts granted to convents and other institutions of
“ lesser importance in each diocese.

DocuMENT A.

“ Amount voted by the Legislature
of Quebec for Superior Education,
during each of the years 1886-87

and 1887-88..vveeeeerreeeerneenenn, $78,410 00
* Share of Roman Catholics.......... $66,240 00
“ Protestants......coceeeenvnen.. 12,170 00 B
Total $78,410.00

..........................................................................

“ 2. Letter from Mr. Theo. H. Oliver:
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“ QUEBEC, 4th October, 1889.

* Honorable Mr MERCIER,
“ Premier

“ Quebec.
“ SIR,

“ In compliance witn your request of this A. M., I have
“ the honor to state the following :

“ During the early part of last session you sent for me
“ as one of the secretaries of the late Codification Com-
‘ mission to meet and explain to Dr Cameron, M. P. P.,
“ why sections 1to 5 of chapter 15 of the Consolidated
“ Statutes for Lower Canada had not been included in
“ the Revised Statutes, then just come into force. I met
“ you and the Doctor in the Speaker’s room, and there, in
“ answer to your question whether we (that is, Mr. Pari-
‘“ geault and myself) had consulted any person before
“ leaving out the sections in question, I told you that we
“ had consulted no one, considering that we were suffi-
“ ciently authorized by sections 6 and 7 of the Act 51-52
“ Vie., c. 18, but had spoken to the officers of the Educa-
“ tion Office who had told us that these sections had for
“ years been disused.

“ 1 have the honor to be,
“ Nir,
“ Your obedient servant,
~ (signed) “ Taro. H. OLIVER,

‘“ English secretary of the late

“ Codification Commission.”

“ 8. Section four of said Act provides that the interest of
“ the $60,000 shall be apportioned, in addition to, and in
‘“ the same manner, as any sums now granted by law for
“ the purpose of Protestant Superior Education in this
“ Province.”

“ These words surely show conclusively that our inten-
“ {ion was not to cancel the Fund of Superior Education
“mnor to take away, from the Protestant Committee, any
“ right they were then enjoying or any grant of money
“ they were then recciving from the Government.

“ (b) That the Protestant Committee should receive in
“ capital the sixty thousand dollars ($60,000) instead of
“ the right to distribute the income arising from the
“ investment of said amount.”

67
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“ 5. Allow me to offer, Your Lordship, the following
observations on this point which will, I hope, also be
found satisfactory.

“ The said bill was bill No. 169 of the session of 1388,
and was introduccd and read for the first time on the
28th of June, based on resolutions recommended by His
Honor the Licutenant-Governor. The fourth resolution
reads as follows. (Journals of the Legislative Assembly,
1828, page 300) :

“ 4. On such settlement being effected, the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council may pay out of any public money
at his disposal, a sum of sixty thousand dollars to the
different Protestant and dissentient universitics and
educational institutions, according to the distribution
which shall be made by the Plotextant Committee of
the Council of Tublic Instruction.’

“ Q. the 8rd July (page 311 of the same Journals), the
following procedure took place:

“ The Ordm of the Day being read, for the second read-
ing of the Bill respecting the settlement of the Jesuits
Estates;

“ The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and
committed to a Committee of the Whole House.

“ Resolved, That this House do Immediately resolve
itself into the said Commiitee.

*“ The House accordingly resolved itself into the said
Committee ; and after some time spent therein, Mr.
Speaker resumed the Chair ;and Mr. Robidoux reported :
“ That the Committee had gone through the Bill, and
made an amendment thereunto.

“ Ordered, That the Bill, as amended in the Committee,
bhe now taken into consideration.

* The House accordingly proceeded to take the Bill into
cousideration.

“ Ordered, That the Bill be now read the third time.

“ The Bill was accordingly read the third time.

“ Resolved, That the Bill do pass.

“ Ordered, That the clerk do carry the Bill to the Legis-
lative Council, and desire their concurrence.

“ Please notice, My Lord, that an amendment, one single
amendment, was made in the Committee of the Whole
House, and said amendment was to strike off section 4th,
already quoted, and to replace it by the following section
4th :

“ 4. On such settlement being effected, the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council may pay, out of any public money
at his disposal, a sum of stxty thousand dollars to the
Protestant Committee of the Council of Public Instruc-
tion to be invested by the said committee.

“ The interest from said invesiment shall be annually
apportioned by the Protestant Committee, with the
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‘“ approval of the Lieutenant-Grovernor in Council, among
“the Protestant institutions of Superior Eduecation, in
* addition to and in the sane manner as any sums now
granted by law for the purpose of Protestant Superior
‘“ iducation in this Province.”

*“ When the original section 4th was discussed before the
* Committee, I was asked by the Hon. Mr Lynch to suspend
“ the sitting fora fow minutes, to allow the Protestant
“members of the House to meet together in an adjoining
“roora, and sce whether they could agree onan amendment
“ 1o said clause, the majority of the Protestant members of
“ the TTouse not being disposed to leave the distribution of
“this capital to the Protestant Committe of the Council
*“ of Public Instruction.

“I willingly granted the request. The Protestant
“ members withdrew and came back after a very short
“absence with an amendment in the handwritting of
“the Reverend Mr. Rexford, the Secretary of the Protes-
‘“tant Committee, with the exception of the word
“ ‘annually,” written in the margin, and which was in
“the Hon. Mr. Lynch’s handwriting. That oentleman
“ asked me if I would accept this amendment, and on my
“ consenting, he moved it and it was unanimously carried.
“ This amendment is verbatim the presant sectinon 4th in
“ the said Statutes.

“ The original of said amendment is ssill in the custody
“ of the proper officer of the House.

“The above statements are corroborated by the three
‘“ following documents, marked respectively 1, 2 and 3 ;
‘“ the first being a letter from Mr. Louis Delorme, Clerk of
‘““the Legislative Assembly. the second a certificate from
“ Mr. Charles A. Pariseault, Law Clerk, and the third being
“ a letter from the Hon. Judge Lynch.

0

“ 1. Mr. Delonine’s letter :
(Translation)
“ LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

“ QUEBEC, 9th July, 1889.

“ Honorable H. MERCIER,
“ Prime Minister of the Province of Quebec,

“ Montreal.
“ SIR,

“ T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
“ letter of yesterday, in which *“ you ask me for certain
“information respecting the proceedings of the Legisla-
“tive Assembly on the Bill No. 169 submitted to the
“ Committee of the Whole House as follows: “ Bill

69
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3

respecting the settlement of the Jesuits’ Hstates.” See
“ Journals of the 8rd July, 1888, page 311.
~ “You will observe that this Bill was read a second
“ time, amended in commititee and read the third time
all on the same day, nemine contradicente, although
there was an amendment and that the usual practice is
to postpone the reading of an amendment to a bill to a
subsequent sitting if not to another day. I may add
that an amendment was made in committee which was
drawn up in the English language (see the certificate of
the Law Clerk respecting such amendment, which is
enclosed herewith.)
“ From information I have obtained in the Department
of Public Instruction, this amendment is in the hand-
writing of Rev. Mr. E. I. Rexford, the Protestant Secretary
of the Department of Public Instruction, and was inserted
in the Bill, in committee of the Whole House, at the
“ request of Hon. Mr. Lynch. There is a correction in the
original motion, viz : the word ‘annually,’ which is in
the handwriting of that Honorable gentleman, who
watched this bill very attentively with Mr. W. Owens,
the member for the electoral district of Argentenil.
“ This amendment was adopted and inserted in the bill
in committee, then read twice and adopted by the House,
and read the third time imimediately, as none of the
members of the Protestant minority objected to the im-
mediate consideration of the amendment according to
our rules 43 and 47....... See May 559, Bourinot 558, 559.

P

~

-~ -

-

-

“ T have the honor to be, etec.,

“(signed) Louls DELORME,
“ Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.”

“ 9 Mr. C. A. Parizeaunlt’s certificate :
(Translation)

“ After having examined the writing of the amend-
ment made to section 4 of Bill No 169 intituled : ¢ An
Act respecting the settlement of the Jesuits’ Estates,”
I declare that the said bill, as passed, was passed in the
English language and that the amendment was drawn
up in English. I further certify that, from information
obtained in the Department of Public Instruction, the
amendment, as drafted in the record, was dratted in the
handwriting of Rev. Elson I. Rexford, the Protestant
secretary of the Council of Public Instruction, with the
exception of the word ‘annually’ which comes after the
“ following words in the amendment : ¢ The interest ari-

-~
IS
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sing from said investment shall be...... , and which
appears to be in the handwriting of Hon. W. W. Lynch.

“ Quebec, 9th July, 1889.
(Signgd) “ Chas. A. PARISEAULT,
. “ Law Clerk.”
“ 3. Hon. Judge Lynch’s letter :

“ MONTREAL, 16th July, 1889.
Dear Mr. Premier,

“ You asked me a few days since if I recollected the
circamstances connected with that clause of the bill
introduced by you during the session of 1888, respecting
the settlement of the Jesuits’ Estates, which referred to
the $60,000. T have a fairly distinct remembrance of
what occurred at the time. The clause in question ori-
ginally provided that this amount should be divided
among the Protestant universities and other educational
institutions of the Province in such manner as should
be determined by the Protestant Committee of the
Council of Public Instruction.

“ The Protestant members of the House discussed among
themselves the advisability of this distribution and con-
ferred with Mr. Rexford, the Protestant secretary of the
Educational Department, with the result that they
determined to ask you to allow the clause to be modi-
fied in such manner as that the same would be paid
over to the Protestant Committee to be invested by them
and the interest distributed annually in the same man-
ner as the existing sum annually voted for Snperior
Education is distributed ; and when the House was in
Committee of the Whole on the Bill, you accepted the
section thus agreed upon, and which 1s identical with
the section of the law asit now stands onthe Statute

* book. This is, I think, a complete resumé of what

occurred at the time.

“1 am, Mr. Premier,
“ Your’s very truly,
(Signed) “« W, W. LyNcH.

Honorable H. MERCIER,

¢

113

“ Premiler etc.
“ Montreal.

“ I need dwell no longer on the subject, My Lord. These
documents will be found conclusive, no doubt, by any
intelligent man ; and if section 4th of the Jesuits’ Estates’
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‘“ Act is objectionable on the point raised by the Protestant
“ Committee, it is not the fault of the Government, nor of
“the Roman Catholic members of the House. The respon-
‘“ sibility of the change lies entirely and exclusively on
*“ the Protestant membets.
“ Of course, however, there cannot be the slightest objec-
** tion, on the part of the Government, to accept the second
“ condition, contained in the resolutions transmitted, in
‘“ connection with the payment of the $60 0.0. It was the
“intention of the Government to give the sixty thousand
b dollars($60 000.00)in capital to the Protestant Committee,
“in the same way and with the same effect as the four
“ hundred thousand dollars($400,000.00) were given to the
“Roman Catholics ; and the Government is ready, if the
‘“ Protestant members of the House agree to it, to restore in
“ the law the original section 4th, as placed in Bill No. 169.
¢ (¢) That this amount of sixty thousand dollars ($60,-
¢ 000.00) should be increascd, because it is less than the
“ amount due to the Protestants, according to population.’

“ 6. This condition cannot be refused, if it is proved
“ that theamount is insufficient. We thought at the
* time that the smount was the fair proportion to which
“ the Protestants were entitled.

“ “{d) That the interest on said amount of sixty thou-
“ sand dollars ($60,000.00) be allowed, from the time the
¢ Jesuits’ Estates’ Act came into effect, till sald amount is
“ paid.’

“ 7. The Government cannot consent, My Lord, to this
“ fourth condition in the form in which it is stated ; but
“ is ready to place the Protestants on the same footing
“ ag the Roman Catholics, in this connection. The inte-
“rest on the grant to the Roman Catholics runs from
‘“the 30th of August, 1888, and the Government is
“ prepared to recommend to the Legislature that the

“interest on the grant to the Protestants should run
“ from the same date and at the same rate.

‘8. These are the remarks I have to offor. My Lord, upon
‘“ your honored communication, and I hope they will be
¢ found satisfactory.

“ The desire ofthe Government 1s to render justice on
“every occasion, and give full satisfaction to the Protes-
“ tant minority, in this Province, whenever it is possible ;
“ and we hope Your Lordship, your colleagues the other
“ members of the Protestant Committee, and. geierally the
“ Protestants of this Province, will appreciate the friendly
“and liberal way in which we try to meet the views
“ expressed in the resolutions of the said Committee.
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“ I donot think proper to add anything more, my inten-
“ tion being to limit myself to mere statements of fact and
‘ publication of documents, and chiefly to avoid any refe-
“rence to the most regrettable agitation that has taken
“ place recently in connection with this question, leaving
“ to the sound judgment and honest feeling of the people of
* this country to decide whois wrong and who isright in
© ** this very important matter.

“ With a profound respect for Your Lordship, I have the
* honor to be.

“ Your most devoted,

(Signed) “ HoNORE MERCIER,
‘ “ Prime Minister.
“ Right Reverend James Williams,
“ Lord Bishop of Quebec,
“ Quebec, P. Q.7

Whereas the Roman Catholic population of the Pro-
vinee by the last census was 1,170,718 and the Protestant
population 184,274, which would increase the sum to be
oranted to the sum of $62.961.00.

And whereas, finally, at a meeting of the said Protes-
tant Committee of the Council of Public Instruction,
held on the sixth day of November, 1889, it was resolved :

“ First, that the Committee has heard with great satis-
“ faction that it 1s theintention of the Government to in-
“{roduce the necessary legislation in order torestore and
“ perpetuate the Jesuits’ Estates’ trust as originally con-
“gtituted, and the provisions made in the Act of 1856 for a
“ permanent Superior Education Investment Fund, in ac-
“ cordance with the memorandum submitted to the Gov-
“ ernment by this Committee ;

“ Second, that the Committee begs to express its readi-
“ness to co-operate to that end, if informed of the na-
“ ture of the legislation proposed, and would respectfully
“ suggest that such legislation, so far as it refers to the
“ pre-existing law, should, as far as possible, take the
“ form of a declaratory act ;

“ Third, that the Committee also begs to thank the
“ Hon. the Premier for his expressed intention as to the
“ yevision of the proportion of the grant made to Protes-
“ tants.

“ Fourth, that the Committee would further state, with
“ respect to its position in the matter of the grant of $60,
“ 000, that in its answer to the Premier’s letter 1t was
“ not intended either formally to accept or refuse said
“ grant, conditionally or otherwise, the Committee holding
“{hat it has no power to refuse any grant accorded by the

7
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“ Legislature for the purposes of Education, but the Com-
“mittee holds that it is its duty to call the attention of the
“ Grovernment to any matter affecting the educational in-
“ terests committed to it.

‘“ Fifth, that with reference to the statements made by
“ this Committee, in its resolutions of the Z5th September
‘¢ last, as to the method prescribed for the administration
“ of the Fund, this Comimittee still holds that these state-
““ ments- were proper and necessary under the circum-
“ stances, but, at the same time, it recognizes the fact that

~“ such subjects must be left to the decision of the Legis-

“ lature.

“ Sixth, that the Committee desires also to state most
‘“ distinctly that it does not wish in any way to reflect
‘ on the Protestant members of the Legislature, and ha-
“ ving heard the explanation of the s:cretary, given in
“ May last, and at this meeting, on the points raised by
“ the Honorable the Premier, it considers these explana-
“ tions satisfactory ;”

And whereas it is necessary to carry out the said several
undertakings;

Therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the advice and
consent of the Legislature of Quebec, declares and enacts
as follows:

€.8.1.C, 1. Sections 1to 5, inclusive, of chapter 15 of the Consol-
S idated Statutes fir Lower Canada, hereinabove recited,
torce. are hereby declared to have never been eflete or repealed.

and ave still in force, notwithstanding any of the provisions
of the Act of this Legislature 51-52 Victoria, chapter 13.

314’“}3)1; Ilii 2. Section 4 of the Act 51-52 Victoria, chapter 13, is
RIS yepealed and replaced by the following:
$62,961,00 “4. Out of any public moneys at his disposal, the
Py e bald -« Jjeutenant-Governor may pay the sum of sixty-two
g;)emclgittee:] o£ “ thousand,nine hundred and sixty-one dollars ($62,961.00)
Public I ¢ to the Protestant Committee of the Council of Public
struction, ¢ Instruction for Protestant Superior Education in this
“ Province, together with interest thereon, at the rate
“of four per cent per annum, from the thirtieth day of
“ August, 1888.”

R. 8. Q,206 3« Article 2206 of the Revised Statutes of the Province
repeated. of Quebec is repealed.

5152 V., c. 13, 4 Section T of the Act 51-52 Victoria, chapter 18, is
&1 repeaied. hoyehy repealed.

Corning into 3. This act shall come into force on the day of its
oree. sanction.



