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Act in force.

Preamble.
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No other 
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F or every  tw o-w h eeled  vehicle, cariole,
sleigh, sled draw n b y  one h orse .............. 0 .08

F or each additional h orse ................................... 0 .05
F or a horse and its rider..................................... 0 .06
F or every h orse ........................................................ 0 .05
F or every  ox and head o f horned cattle.... 0 .04
F or every sheep or p i g . .........................     0 .02
F or every person on foot...................................... 0 .02
F or every m ow er, draw n b y  tw o  horses.. 0 .10
F or every  m ow er, draw n by one horse.. 0 .08

S I . T his act shall com e into force on the day o f its  
sanction.

C A P .  C V I I I .

A n  A ct to extend the p riv ileges and pow ers o f “  T h e  St. 
F ran cis B ridge C om p an y.”

[Assented to 27th May, 1&82 ]

WH E R E A S  the St. F rancis B ridge C om p any have, b y  
petition, represented that they are desirous o f in ­

creasing their capital stock and of obtain ing further  
privileges and p ow ers, and that the said com pany w ill  
th ereby  be enabled to su p p ly  a w ant greatly  needed  by  the  
p eople o f the villages o f M elbourn e and R ich m on d, and th e  
surrounding tow n ships, and the travellin g p u b lic  
generally, and it is expedient to grant the said petition ; 
T herefore, H er M ajesty , b y  and w ith  the advice and con­
sent o f the Legislature o f Q uebec, enacts as fo llo w s :

t- 1. T h e  com pany shall have the righ t to m aintain the  
bridge over the river St. Francis, n o w  in course o f  con­
struction b etw een  the v illages o f R ich m on d  and M e l­
bourne, and any b rid ge w h ich  m ay be hereafter built in  
renew al o f the sam e, and to build  and m aintain a to ll­
house for the use o f the said b r id g e ; and to acquire and  
hold  the land on each side o f the said river, w h ich  m ay be  
necessary for the abutm ents and toll-house, and for b y ­
roads from  the adjacent h igh w ays to the said bridge.

2 .  A fter the said bridge is opened to the public , and  
w h ile  it rem ains fit for traffic no person and no com p an y  
other than the said “ T h e  St. Francis B ridge C o m p a n y ”  
shall construct any bridge or shall use any boat or vessel as 
a ferry for hire, across the said river w ith in  the distance o f  
h alf o f one m ile north o f  the said com pany’s bridge, and
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southerly to the site o f the old bridge n ow  existing, and  
p rovid ed  that w ith in  five years from  the com in g into force Proviso, 
o f this act, the adjoining m unicipalities or any one o f them  
shall not have reconstructed the said old  bridge, then from  
and after the expiry o f the said period o f five years  
the exclusive privileges, b y  this section granted to the said \  
com pany, shall extend to a distance o f one m ile south of 
the said com pany’s bridge.

A n d  i f  any person shall construct a bridge or shall ferry, Compensation 
for hire, across the said river, w ith in  the lim its aforesaid, he personPcot-by 
shall pay to the said com pany for each person, anim al or structing other 
article that he shall have conveyed  for hire, across the said bndge <fec* 
river, three tim es the am ount o f tolls im posed b y  this act.

B ut m othing contained in  this section shall prevent the Proviso as to 
adjoining m unicipalities from  reconstructing the old  
bridge, in the delay and as provided  in the proviso above rebuilding 
m entioned . bridge.

A n d  any person g u ilty  o f a contravention o f this section Penalty for 
shall also be liable to a p enalty  o f ten dollars for each a n d b̂ b of thls 
every  such contravention.

3. T h e  h eigh t o f the arches o f the bridge, constructed height of 
b y  the said com pany, shall be not less, at a n y tim e , than six arc °8* 
feet above high  w ater, and the interval b etw een  the  
centre line of abutm ents and piers shall be not less than
one h undred and fifty feet, so as to provide for the free  
passage o f rafts and vessels, and no d raw bridge shall be  
required.

4 .  T h e  said com pany shall have the right to erect a Company may 
toll-gate or bar and exact, for passing over the said b r id g e ,exact tolls* 
tolls, not to exceed the fo llow in g  rates, v i z :

F or every person on foot........................... ...........  $0 01 Kate of toiia.
F or e very  vehicle , draw n  b y  one h o rse .... 0 05  
F or every vehicle , d raw n  b y  tw o horses or

o x e n ................................................................................. 0 08
F or every  additional horse or o x ........................  0 02
F or every horse and rider....................................  0 04
F or every horse, m ule, co w  or head o f

cattle ............................    0 02
F or every  sheep, ca lf or p ig ...............................   0 01

P rovided alw ays that the said tariff shall have no effect £PPrt°™Jnbjr 
until it shall have been approved b y  the L ieutenant Governor. 
G overnor in  Council.

A n d  any person, p assing forcibly through  the said toll- Penalty for 
gate or over or upon the said bridge, w ithou t p ayin g  the £*MgeVnh* 
toll exigible, or otherw ise evading the paym ent o f  the said outlaying
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tolls, or d riv in g  horses, oxen or cattle over the sam e faster 
than a w alk, shall incur a penalty for each offence, not ex­
ceeding  ten dollars.

Exemptions P rovided  alw ays that no toll shall be charged to or col-
from toil. lected  from  children, students and teachers g o in g  to and  

from  school, persons goin g  to and from  divine service on  
Christm as, N e w  Y e a r ’s D ay and Sunday, betw een  the  
hours o f  eight a.-m ., and nine p .-m ., w ith  their team s, 
m inisters o f the gospel at all tim es, team s d raw in g  fire 
engines and their accessories, and on the day o f an agri­
cultural sh ow  at R ichm on d, the live  stock and products  
for exhibition and the persons in charge thereof.

Increase of 
capital.

Subscription 
of certain mu 
nicipalities.

Money to be 
raised for such 
purpose.

5 , T he said corporation shall have the right to increase  
their capital to such am ount, as m ay be authorized b y  the  
shareholders* at a special m eetin g called for that purpose, 
not exceed in g fifty thousand dollars. T he m unicipal cor­
porations o f the v illage of R ichm ond, o f the v illage  o f  
M elbourne, o f the tow nships o f M elbourne and B rom pton  
G ore, and o f the tow nship  o f C levelan d  are hereby  seve­
rally  authorized, by  a b y -la w  o f their respective councils, 
to subscribe and take stock in the said com pany, to the  
extent o f three thousand dollars each, and to appropriate  
m onies for the paym en t thereof, and the said councils m ay  
respectively le v y  any m onies required therefor, or effect 
loans or issue debentures to pay for the said stock, subject to 
the provisions o f the m unicipal code ; and at all m eetings  
o f the com pany the said m u nicipal corporations, w h ile  
shareholders, shall be represented b y  their respective  
m ayors.

Composition of 6. T h e  board o f  directors o f the said com pany shall 
the board. consist o f nine m em bers, in clu din g  the m ayors o f the said  

m unicipal council, w h o shall be ex-officio directors as lon g  
as the said m u nicipal corporations continue to be share- 

Quaiification holders. N o  person shall be eligible as a director, unless  
of directors. jle holds absolutely in  his ow n right at least tw en ty  shares, 

o f paid up stock, save the m ayors, w h o shall require no 
qualification.

payment of 7. T h e  capital stock o f the said com pany, i f  the sam e  
pltai rtook.a"' increased, shall be called  in and be payable at such

tim e and place and upon such  notice, and in such  m anner  
as shall be fixed  b y  a b y -law  of the said com pan y.

Right to bor- 8 . T h e  said com pany shall have the right to borrow  
row money. any sum  or su m s  ̂ as shall be authorized b y  the shareholders, 

at a special m eetin g  d u ly  called for that purpose, and to 
h ypothecate their said b rid ge and other real property, or 
to p led ge  the revenues and tolls thereof, as security for the



1882. St. Francis Bridge Company. Cap. 108. 3 7 9

repaym ent o f any such loans. T he instrum ent or deed Registration 
b y  w h ich  any such loan shall be effected, shall be registered of tltle* 
in the registry office for the county of R ichm on d  ; and in  
any suit for the recovery o f such sum s or any portion  
thereof, it shall not be necessary for the creditor to allege or 
prove such authorization, or such m eetin g  or any act 
prelim inary to the effecting of the said loan ; and every loan, 
effected b y  the said com pany, shall be h eld  to be good and  
valid , unless proceedings to set the sam e aside shall be 
taken, at the instance o f a shareholder or ordinary creditor 
o f the said com pany, w ith in  three m onths from  the date  
w h en  the same shall have been registered as aforesaid.

9. T he said com pany shall have all the pow ers o f ex- Power of ex­
propriation conferred upon railw ay com panies under the ProPnatlon- 
railw ay act o f this P rovince— and the like procedure shall 
apply, in  respect o f all such property as the said com pany  
shall require for the approaches to their said bridge from  
the m ain h ig h w a y s in the village o f R ichm on d and in  the 
village o f M elbourn e, to w id en , straighten, or im prove  
such approaches.

T he said com pany shall h ave the right to exercise Extension of 
the said pow ers, as w e ll in respect o f the ro a d s ,8Uch power* 
streets and property o f either of the said m unicipalities as 
in respect o f the property o f private in d iv id u a ls : but th ey  
shall not have the right to close any street or road n ow  
used w ithou t p rovid in g adequate m eans o f access to the  
river.

1 0 . A t  any tim e, after the expiration o f ten years from  Power of cer- 
the com pletion o f the bridge herein m entioned, either the Jf0l“get®rp̂ a" 
m unicipality o f M elbourne or R ich m on d  or by union o f quire bridge, 
any adjoining m unicipalities, m ay purchase the bridge b y  
valuation in  the usual w a y  b y  arbitrators, one appointed \ /
on petition to a ju d g e  o f the Superior Court, and one b y  f \
the united m unicipalities and one by the bridge com pany.

11. Should the said bridge at any tim e becom e im pas- Provision if 
sable or unsafe for travel, the Superior Court, sitting in the ^ | eer̂ soome 
district o f St Francis, after h avin g  ascertained such fact on  
inform ation or com plaint brou ght by the A ttorney G eneral, 
m ay order the said com pany to repair or rebuild  the said  
bridge w ithin  a delay to be fixed b y  the said c o u r t ; and if  
the said bridge be not repaired or rebuilt w ithin  the said  
delay, then the said court m ay declare the said bridge to 
be confiscated to H er M ajesty, and from  the date o f such  
ju d g m e n t o f confiscation the said bridge shall becom e the ~ -
property o f the Province o f Quebec.
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Recovery of 
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Cap. 108. St, Francis Bridge Company. 45 VlCT.

12. T h e  penalties, im posed b y  this act, shall be recovered, 
w ith  costs, before any district m agistrate or justice o f the  
peace, in  and for the district o f St. F rancis, on prosecution  
brou gh t b y  the C om pany w ithin  three m onths from  the  
date w h en  the offence w as com m itted, and shall belong to the  
said com pany. In  default o f  paym ent o f  the fine and costs, 
w ith in  fifteen days from  the rendering o f the ju d g m e n t, 
the person condem n ed m ay be im prisoned for any tim e not 
exceed in g  thirty days, unless the fine and costs be sooner 
paid.


